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Declaration Reference and Key Data 

Obligation Section Numbers: 5.07(c)(xii) and 5.07(c)(xiii)                             

Obligation Titles: Scholarships to Lifelong Learners and Course Auditing        

Obligation Page Number: 55                                         

Obligation Trigger: Acquisition by ESD or CU of all Initial Stage 1 Condemnation Parcel(s)   

Obligation Start Date: March 12, 2012    

Obligation End Date: March 12, 2038* (25 Years from Commencement)    

Obligation Status: In Compliance      
 
Obligation: Innovation/Changed Conditions 
 
In accordance with the Declaration of Covenants and Restrictions Section 5.08, Obligations 5.07(c)(xii) and 5.07 
(c)(xiii) are combined to clarify the obligations. In general, the scope of services to be provided has not been 
changed. Empire State Development and Columbia University agreed to this modification on November 28, 2018.  
 
 
Modified Language: 
Scholarships to Lifelong Learners and Course Auditing.  Commencing with the acquisition by ESD or CU of all 
Initial Stage 1 Condemnation Parcels, and continuing for a 25-year period from commencement, CU shall:  

(1) fund up to two courses per year for each of 50 residents per year (25 residents from NYCHA Manhattanville 
and Grant Houses and 25 residents from the local community) to participate in Columbia's School of 
Continuing Education. The Lifelong Learners Program is designed for individuals over 65 years of age 
committed to the principles of lifelong education. 

(2)  fund access to up to 50 courses per year through Columbia’s Continuing Education Auditing Program for 
residents (25 residents from NYCHA Manhattanville and Grant Houses and 25 residents from the local 
community). The Auditing Program provides adults not currently enrolled in college with the opportunity 
to attend selected lectures drawn from CU’s offerings in the Arts and Sciences during the academic year. 

 
*Scholarships to Lifelong Learners and Course Auditing were made available for residents, as described in the 
obligation above, in 2013, one year after the trigger date.  Therefore, this obligation will be in effect until 2038, 25 
years from the commencement of the obligation implementation.  
 
Evidence of Compliance 
 
1. Link to program information and criteria for admission 
2. Annual report   

 
Columbia University’s Implementation Plan and all supporting documentation are made available on the Columbia 
Neighbors Webpage at https://neighbors.columbia.edu/content/community-commitments. 
  

https://neighbors.columbia.edu/content/community-commitments
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EOC Checklist for Obligations 5.07(c)(xii) and 5.07(c)(xiii):  
 
Please check to verify EOC items submitted for review. 
 
  1. Link to program information and criteria for admission  

  2. Annual report  
 
 
 
Monitor’s Notes / Comments:  

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Status:  
Please check to indicate the status of Obligations 5.07(c)(xii) and 5.07(c)(xiii): 
 
  In Compliance    

  In Progress 

  Not In Compliance 

  Not Triggered 



Manhattanville in West Harlem Declaration Section 5.07 (c)(xii) and 5.07 (c)(xiii) 
Implementation Plan Report Scholarships to Lifelong Learners and Course Auditing

Scholarships to Lifelong Learners and Course Auditing

https://sps.columbia.edu/academics/auditing-programs/manhattanville-course-auditing-community-members

Link to Program Information and Criteria for Admission:

State Submission Date: October 15, 2026 © Columbia University

https://sps.columbia.edu/academics/auditing-programs/manhattanville-course-auditing-community-members
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Qualified community applicants 
are strongly encouraged to apply 
online at  
sps.columbia.edu/academics/
auditing-programs.  
 
Online applications can be 
processed more efficiently.

Admissions General Information, Admissions 
Questions and Advising 
 
212-854-9666 
auditing@sps.columbia.edu

Application Document  
Submission and Application 
Processing Questions 
 
212-854-9666  
apply@sps.columbia.edu

Admissions and Advising Offices 
School of Professional Studies 
 
203 Lewisohn Hall 
2970 Broadway, Mail Code 4119 
New York, NY 10027-6902 
212-854-9666 
 
Office hours: 
Monday–Friday, 
9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.

Manhattanville Course Auditing for Community Members

Application Deadline:  
July 20 for Fall Semester

sps.columbia.edu/academics/auditing-programs

Admission Requirements

The Auditing Program is available to adults over 18 who: 

1.	 Are not currently enrolled in a college or university

2.	 Are residents of the Manhattanville or Grant Houses,  
or of the local community (see zip codes on page 1).  
You must submit proof of residency when you apply.

3.	 Would like to sit in a designated class as a silent observer

Course 
Availability

Registration

A limited number of courses are available to auditors. Students enrolled in the 
Manhattanville Auditing program may take one course per academic-year semester. 
Space is limited; acceptance into the program does not guarantee you will be able to  
take a class due to space constraints. Only academic-year courses may be audited.  
Auditing is not allowed for Summer Sessions courses.

Manhattanville Auditors take classes alongside 
Columbia’s undergraduate students who are given 
priority registration. Courses are opened to Auditors as 
seats become available. Auditors should apply by the 
deadlines and register online as soon as registration 
opens since space is limited and on a first-come, first-
served basis. Auditors select one course from a list 
of Auditor Offerings only. Not all Columbia University 
courses are open for audit.







Manhattanville Commitments Coverage 
September 2025 - August 2026 | Neighbors Website, E-Newsletters, 
Social Media, Print Products 
 
Distribution 
Columbia Neighbors Website: neighbors.columbia.edu, 260,000 views in a year 
Columbia Neighbors E-Newsletter: Distributed 1x/week on Wednesday to 8,124 Upper 
Manhattan subscribers. 
Print Bulletin (Monthly): English and Spanish, 500 copies distributed to community-facing 
locations on Columbia campuses and local elected officials 
Print Newsletter (2x/year): English and Spanish, 1,700 mailed to Upper Manhattan neighbors 
and elected officials, 500 printed and distributed at community events, including Manhattanville 
Community Day. 
Social Media: 5,331 followers on Instagram, 2,024 followers on Facebook 

 

Manhattanville Course Auditing 

Website + Web Stories 
 

Date Title/Link Views 

All Year Manhattanville Course Auditing and Lifelong Learners 
Program 

470 

All Year Indulge Your Curiosity and Learn New Skills with Free Course 
Auditing 

674 

E-Newsletters 
 

Date Subject/Link Opens Clicks 

10/29/25 Dive Into This Roundup of 
Columbia x Community Reads 

7,539 415 

11/12/25 Meet the Woman Behind 
Harlem’s Saint Nicholas Miracle 

7,693 436 

http://neighbors.columbia.edu/
https://neighbors.columbia.edu/content/manhattanville-course-auditing-and-lifelong-learners-program
https://neighbors.columbia.edu/content/manhattanville-course-auditing-and-lifelong-learners-program
https://neighbors.columbia.edu/news/indulge-your-curiosity-and-learn-new-skills-free-course-auditing
https://neighbors.columbia.edu/news/indulge-your-curiosity-and-learn-new-skills-free-course-auditing


 Garden   

1/28/26 Meet Columbia's New 
President-Designate: Jennifer 
L. Mnookin 

7,264 702 

4/8/26 Recap: Local Meteorologists 
Connect With Uptown Youth at 
The Forum 

5,777 526 

 
Print 
 

Edition Title/Link Distribution 

11/2025 Learn New Skills with Free Course Auditing 500 

12/2025 Expand Your Mind Through the Manhattanville Auditing 
Program 

2,300 

 

 

https://neighbors.columbia.edu/sites/neighbors.columbia.edu/files/content/2025/Bulletin_November_2025.pdf
https://neighbors.columbia.edu/sites/neighbors.columbia.edu/files/content/Neighbors_Winter_Spring_2026.pdf
https://neighbors.columbia.edu/sites/neighbors.columbia.edu/files/content/Neighbors_Winter_Spring_2026.pdf
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NEIGHBORS
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY

WINTER/SPRING 2026 NEWSLETTER

 • �Little Lions Camp  
Scholarships

 • �Finding the Music with Jazz 
Power Initiative

 • �Peek Inside Saint Nicholas  
Miracle Garden

 • �The Powerhouse Behind 
Taste of Harlem

 • �Remembering Lloyd Williams
 

INSIDE

On October 19, 2025, Columbia partnered with 
JCC Harlem for The Longest Table, a joy-filled 
community event that brought people together 
for a shared potluck on 118th Street.



2  neighbors.columbia.edu

Every summer, dozens of local children spend their days swimming, playing, and 
exploring through Columbia’s Little Lions Camp. And, since 2009, Columbia has 
offered more than 360 scholarships to those who live in Manhattan Community 
District 9 through a partnership between the University and the West Harlem 
Development Corporation (WHDC).

“We’re honored that Columbia University can collaborate with WHDC and 
Community Boards 9 and 12 to offer 25 scholarships to the Little Lions Camp 
throughout the summer,” said Matt Hall, Camp Director.

Scholarships provide free, full-day summer camp experiences for children entering 
grades 1–7, giving young neighbors the chance to explore Columbia’s Dodge 
Fitness Center and enjoy a classic summer camp experience close to home.

“The campers are exposed to the lifestyle that is at Columbia University,” said Hall. 
“They see student life happening, they see student athletes at work, and they really 
get engaged with the entire campus. We want to inspire all our campers to lead 
lives of service and leadership and eventually become athletes, student athletes, or 
University participants themselves.”
General camp applications for Summer 2026 open in January 2026. Learn more at  
perec.columbia.edu/littlelionscamp and neighbors.columbia.edu/little-lions.

Families living in Manhattan Community District 9 can 
apply for the Little Lions Summer Camp Lottery through 
the West Harlem Development Corporation. The 
program helps ensure that local children can participate 
in summer recreation and enrichment opportunities at 
no cost. The application can be found at 
westharlemdc.org.

Columbia’s Little Lions Camp Offers 
Scholarships for Local Kids

Little Lions Summer Camp 
Lottery Opens in February

CONNECTION

https://perec.columbia.edu/littlelionscamp
https://perec.columbia.edu/littlelionscamp
https://westharlemdc.org
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A Lens on Local

From school-supply giveaways to celebrations of Uptown culture, recent Columbia-
hosted and community events brought neighbors together to connect, learn, and 
celebrate. Clockwise, from top left:

Taste of Harlem | July 2025

Guests sampled bites from local restaurants and soaked in the sounds of summer 
at this culinary celebration of Uptown’s vibrant flavors at the Lee C. Bollinger Forum 
on Columbia’s Manhattanville campus.

Backpack Drive | August 2025

Hosted by the 26th Precinct, the 10th Annual Back-2-School Block Party in Harlem 
offered school supplies, music, and joy to hundreds of families, with support from 
Columbia Community Service, Columbia University Facilities and Operations, and 
Columbia’s Department of Public Safety.

Morningside Lights | September 2025

A luminous procession of handmade lanterns from Morningside Park to Columbia’s 
campus once again lit up the night sky, honoring creativity and collaboration. 

Harlem Holiday Lights Legacy Awards | November 2025

The 125th Street BID, Columbia University, and Community Board 9 co-hosted the 
Harlem Holiday Lights Legacy Awards, honoring Pastor Michael A. Walrond Jr., 
Senior Pastor of First Corinthian Baptist Church.

CONNECTION



4  neighbors.columbia.edu

Columbia’s A’Lelia Bundles Community 
Scholars program welcomed its newest 
cohort of Upper Manhattan–based 
scholars, each pursuing independent 
projects that explore and uplift their 
neighborhoods’ cultural, social, and 
historical legacy.
From artists and activists to educators 
and historians, the cohort joins a 
community of more than 70 Bundles 
Scholars who have used Columbia 
resources to advance their work.
This year’s scholars and projects are:
Gail Addiss is working to increase 
public awareness of the importance 
of Revolutionary War sites in shaping 
northern Manhattan’s public parks.
Miles Edwards is researching the 
history of financial institutions serving 
the Harlem community to conduct 
an analysis of the current landscape 
of financial services and develop 
solutions to address any gaps for both 
the general public and small business 
owners.
Dan Gluck is creating a multidisciplinary 
nonprofit volunteer community to 
explore small-scale nuclear fusion to 
retrofit fossil-fuel plants, aiming to cut 
emissions and combat climate change.
Gretchel Hill is developing two 

healthcare-related components: a 
wearable biosensor embedded in a 
sanitary pad with 3D absorbent cores, 
and a wireless real-time mobile app that 
monitors key health metrics.
Kristina Maria Lopez is writing a memoir 
and developing a workshop series 
that investigates the psychological and 
spiritual toll of gentrification in New York 
City.
Natasha Sutherland is addressing gaps 
in menstrual health education, wellness, 
products, and resources available 
to New York City youth through her 
Menstrual Equity project.

Every spring, Columbia invites our neighbors to apply for the A’Lelia Bundles 
Community Scholars program, which is open to Upper Manhattan residents who 
are pursuing independent projects that benefit the local community. The program 
provides campus access, research support, and opportunities for collaboration 
across disciplines. Learn how to apply at communityscholars.columbia.edu.

Meet the 13th Cohort of A’Lelia Bundles 
Community Scholars

Next Bundles Scholar Applications 
Open February 23, 2026

CONNECTION

http://communityscholars.columbia.edu
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Expand Your Mind Through the 
Manhattanville Auditing Program
Whether you’ve always 
wanted to dive into art 
history, learn a new 
language, or explore 
climate science, Columbia’s 
Manhattanville Auditing 
Program offers residents of 
Upper Manhattan, including 
Randall’s Island and the 
South Bronx, free access 
to University courses each 
semester.

Through the program, participants are able to join Columbia classes to study alongside 
undergraduate and graduate students. No grades or homework required!

For many, the experience is transformative.

“Throughout my career, I always planned to ‘move to a college town when I retire,’ in 
order to remain intellectually vital and entertained,” said Roy Byrd, a retired computer 
science researcher and Columbia neighbor. “Living near Columbia helps me achieve 
that and the courses are part of the intellectual stimulation.”

Learn more and check your eligibility at neighbors.columbia.edu/auditing.

Get Around with Columbia’s Free  
Shuttle Service

All local community members who are disabled 
or senior citizens (including attendants) are 
welcome to ride Columbia’s shuttle buses. The 
ADA-accessible Intercampus Shuttle is free and 
connects 96th Street, the Morningside campus, 
125th Street, Columbia University Irving Medical 
Center in Washington Heights, and Harlem 
Hospital, with stops at nearby subway and transit 
hubs. 

Shuttle bus service runs Monday through Friday, 
from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., except on state and 
federal public holidays. View and download the 
map and schedule at  
transportation.columbia.edu.

CONNECTION

http://neighbors.columbia.edu/auditing
http://transportation.columbia.edu
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Putting Community-Driven Music  
Education Center Stage
Since 2003, Jazz Power Initiative (JPI) 
in Inwood has been bringing music, 
culture, and community together across 
Upper Manhattan. Co-founded by jazz 
composer and educator Eli Yamin and 
Clifford Carlson, the nonprofit provides 
free and low-cost programs that 
introduce youth to jazz, improvisation, 
and music rooted in African American 
and Latin American traditions.

Yamin shared his early connection 
to music with Columbia Neighbors: “I 
started playing the piano as soon as I 
could reach the keyboard. Music was 
very important to my family. It was kind of 
like our family religion, and we leaned on 
the art form as a source of support.”

Programs for youth include hands-on 
workshops, ensemble rehearsals, and 

community concerts where students 
learn not just technical skills but also 
storytelling, collaboration, and cultural 
history. 

JPI’s “Jazz Power Tools” (teaching 
techniques like stomp clap, shuffle, 
call and response, improvisation, 
and polyrhythm) give participants a 
framework to explore rhythm, melody, 
and expression. By blending music 
education and cultural context, JPI 
empowers students to build confidence 
and experience the joy of performance.

“We want our kids to know the arts 
are a source of strength and a way of 
connecting with their community,” Yamin 
said.

Learn more about the program at 
neighbors.columbia.edu/jazz-power.

CULTURE

http://neighbors.columbia.edu/jazz-power
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Local nonprofits serving Manhattan Community District 9 (Morningside 
Heights, Manhattanville, and Hamilton Heights) can request free event space 
at Columbia University through its In-Kind program, offered in partnership 
with the West Harlem Development Corporation and Community Board 9. 
Applications open the first week of each month.

Learn more at neighbors.columbia.edu/in-kind. 

Quenia Abreu, the president and CEO 
of the New York Women’s Chamber 
of Commerce (NYWCC), has been a 
transformative figure supporting women 
and minority entrepreneurs across New 
York City. 

In 2002, Abreu founded the NYWCC 
to address the lack of organizations 
focused on women-owned businesses 
in the area. Her initiative has been key in 
advocating for economic empowerment 
and providing resources to women 
entrepreneurs. 

Abreu has been instrumental in 
organizing the annual Taste of Harlem 
event, which celebrates the vibrant 
culinary scene of West Harlem. Held at 
Columbia University’s Lee C. Bollinger 
Forum, the event showcases local 
restaurants and vendors, highlighting 
the neighborhood’s diverse flavors and 
cultures. 

Abreu emphasizes the importance 
of community involvement, telling 
Columbia Neighbors: “From the partners 

to vendors and attendees, we want 
to make sure everyone is involved 
because this is really a community-
driven celebration.”

Learn more about Taste of Harlem and 
Abreu’s work with women entrepreneurs 
at  
neighbors.columbia.edu/taste-of-harlem.

Host Your Community Event at  
Columbia

CULTURE

IN CONVERSATION WITH . . .

Quenia Abreu, President and CEO, New 
York Women’s Chamber of Commerce

http://neighbors.columbia.edu/in-kind
http://neighbors.columbia.edu/taste-of-harlem
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In Central Harlem, the 
Saint Nicholas Miracle 
Garden has blossomed 
into a hub of education, 
sustainability, and food 
justice. 
Originally cultivated 
in 1958 by students of 
the now-shuttered P.S. 
157, the garden fell into 
disrepair until 2021, 
when Brooklyn native 
Judi Desire revived it 
through her nonprofit, Uptown & Boogie Healthy Project. Today, the garden hosts 
youth programs, seniors’ initiatives, and farmers markets that bring fresh produce to 
the community.
“We take a grassroots approach to everything we do,” Desire said. “We need to 
give the Harlem community what it’s asking for. The conversations are there, but 
there needs to be more effort around access and education, and that’s what I feel 
food justice is.”
Recent projects include vertical gardens, a greenhouse with automated watering, 
and collaborations with local artists and engineers to create habitats for birds, bees, 
and butterflies. Through these efforts, the Saint Nicholas Miracle Garden continues 
to nurture both the land and the people of Harlem, planting seeds for a healthier, 
more connected community. 

Read more at neighbors.columbia.edu/miracle-garden.

COMMUNITY

Sowing Seeds of Community Care

Finding Community (and Chickens) in 
Morningside Heights

Just a few blocks south of the Saint Nicholas Miracle 
Garden, you will find the Gatehouse Garden (directly 
across from Columbia’s Morningside Heights campus), 
which offers a green gathering space for neighbors and 
students. 
What began as a small gardening project has 
blossomed into a hub for sustainability and 
connection, complete with chickens who have become 
neighborhood favorites. 

“It is kind of a comfort to know there are people you are going to see so regularly,” 
said Buyi Wang, a Columbia staffer and garden volunteer. “It makes the city a little 
bit smaller.” Read more at news.columbia.edu/gatehouse-garden.

http://neighbors.columbia.edu/miracle-garden
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Professor Hisham Aidi: Harlem’s  
Influence on His Life and Work

COMMUNITY

Hisham Aidi, senior lecturer in the discipline 
of international and public affairs, has spent his 
life tracing the sound waves and indelible spirit 
of global Harlem all the way from his homeland 
of Tangier, Morocco, to Columbia University’s 
Morningside Heights campus.

He originally chose Columbia for graduate study 
in part because it sat at Harlem’s edge. As a 
scholar of international relations, Black studies, 
music, and political economy, he mixes street-level 
insight with academic analysis. He traces global stories from Harlem’s perspective: UN 
summits, African leaders visiting Uptown churches, the migration of ideas between the 
Global South and the city’s neighborhoods. He also serves as academic advisor to the 
Malcolm X and Dr. Betty Shabazz Memorial and Education Center.

A prolific journalist, DJ, and documentarian, Aidi has cast a spotlight on overlooked 
figures in Harlem and beyond. He works to preserve elders’ archives (vinyl, flyers, 
photographs), ensuring the cultural memory of the neighborhood endures.

Walking the streets late at night, he sees the intersection of the sacred and profane: 
churchgoers setting up at dawn, clubgoers drifting home, mosques glowing, music 
flowing. For Aidi, Harlem is not just a place of study; it is home. 

Read more at neighbors.columbia.edu/aidi.

IN MEMORIAM

Lloyd Williams, Harlem’s 
Cultural Champion
Columbia University joins community members in 
remembering Lloyd A. Williams, the late president and 
CEO of the Greater Harlem Chamber of Commerce 
(GHCC), who passed away on August 5, 2025.

A vocal advocate for economic development, education, 
and cultural programming, Williams helped shape Harlem’s 

latest renaissance through initiatives like Harlem Week, one of New York City’s 
largest community celebrations.

Following his passing, GHCC Executive Director Winston Majette released a 
statement about his impactful legacy, sharing that Williams “worked tirelessly to 
improve the quality of life and shape both the cultural and economic identity of not 
just Harlem but the city as a whole.”

Read more at neighbors.columbia.edu/lloyd-williams.

http://neighbors.columbia.edu/miracle-garden
http://neighbors.columbia.edu/lloyd-williams
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Housing Legal 
Assistance offers 
free legal support 
for Manhattanville 
tenants facing eviction 
or harassment, in 
partnership with 
P.A.’L.A.N.T.E. Harlem.

Freedom and 
Citizenship offers 
a free summer and 
academic-year program 
at Columbia for high 
school juniors that 
explores philosophy, 
civic leadership, and 
college readiness.

Community DentCare 
Network provides 
preventive and 
restorative dental care 
to northern Manhattan 
residents through mobile 
clinics and community 
partners.

Columbia Employment 
Information Center 
connects neighborhood 
job seekers with résumé 
help and assistance in 
finding employment 
opportunities at  
Columbia University.

To find details on more than 100 public programs, resources, and services at 
Columbia University that are available to Upper Manhattan residents, visit our 
directory at neighbors.columbia.edu/resources, which includes everything you 
need to know about programs like these:

Programs and Resources Directory

RESOURCES
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Guide to Local Representatives
Need to contact your local elected officials? Columbia Neighbors maintains an 
updated list of city, state, and federal representatives who serve Upper Manhattan. 
Find a full list of names, districts, and contact information in our directory at 
neighbors.columbia.edu/local-representatives. Representatives listed below, as 
of January 1, 2026:

Governor Kathy Hochul
New York State Capitol Building
Albany, NY 12225
Phone: 518-474-8390
governor.ny.gov

Mayor Zohran Mamdani
City Hall
New York, NY 10007
Phone: 212-788-3000
nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor

Public Advocate Jumaane Williams
1 Centre St., 15th Floor North
New York, NY 10007
Phone: 212-669-7250
advocate.nyc.gov

Comptroller Mark D. Levine
1 Centre St.
New York, NY 10007
Phone: 212-669-3916
comptroller.nyc.gov

Manhattan Borough President  
Brad M. Hoylman-Sigal
1 Centre St., 19th Fl.
New York, NY 10007
Phone: 212-531-1609
manhattanbp.nyc.gov

City Council Member Gale Brewer
(District 6)
563 Columbus Ave.
New York, NY 10024
Phone: 212-873-0282
council.nyc.gov/district-6

City Council Member Shaun Abreu
(District 7)
500 W. 141st St.
New York, NY 10031
Phone: 212-928-6814
council.nyc.gov/district-7

City Council Member  
Elsie Encarnacion
(District 8)
105 E. 116th St.
New York, NY 10029
Phone: 212-828-9800
council.nyc.gov/district-8

City Council Member Yusef Salaam
(District 9)
163 W. 125th St., 2nd Fl.
New York, NY 10027
Phone: 212-678-4505
council.nyc.gov/district-9

City Council Member  
Carmen De La Rosa
(District 10)
618 W. 177th St., Ground Fl.
New York, NY 10033
Phone: 917-521-1293
council.nyc.gov/district-10

Voting Resource Guide
Keep exercising your right 
to vote! Stay updated on 
future elections and get 
the resources you need 
in our online guide:  
neighbors.columbia.edu/vote.

RESOURCES
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neighbors.columbia.edu
neighbors@columbia.edu

STAY IN THE LOOP
Subscribe to Our Weekly Newsletter
neighbors.columbia.edu/newsletter

Columbia Neighbors

Manhattanville Community Day 2026

Columbia’s Manhattanville Community Day returns this spring with 
a full afternoon of activities for all ages, including food samplings, 
music, art exhibitions, and family-friendly science activities.

The annual event celebrates all the connections between Columbia 
and its Upper Manhattan neighbors, welcoming community 
members to explore the campus and meet staff from local 
organizations.

Find more details at neighbors.columbia.edu/events.

https://neighbors.columbia.edu/
mailto:neighbors%40columbia.edu?subject=
https://neighbors.columbia.edu/content/about-us#!#text-8387
http://neighbors.columbia.edu/events
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About Columbia University
For more than 250 years, Columbia has been a leader 
in higher education in the nation and around the world. 
At the core of our wide range of academic inquiry is the 
commitment to attract and engage the best minds in 
pursuit of greater human understanding, pioneering new 
discoveries, and service to society.

Our distinguished faculty, alumni and student body are 
expanding the boundaries of knowledge in medicine, 
sciences, the arts, humanities, and the professions.  
The University offers an outstanding and comprehensive 
array of academic programs. These include three 
undergraduate schools, thirteen graduate and 
professional schools, a world-renowned medical center, 
four affiliated colleges and seminaries, twenty-five 
libraries, and more than one hundred research centers 
and institutes.

Columbia is both global and local in focus. As a vital part 
of New York, our research and teaching are enhanced 
by the vast resources of one of the world’s greatest 
cities. We are an intellectual community of some 40,000 
students, faculty and staff who continually work to 
expand our mission of teaching, research, patient care, 
and public service.

For additional historical background, please visit: 
columbia.edu/content/history.html

About the School of Professional Studies
The School of Professional Studies, a graduate school 
at Columbia University, spans the continuum from high 
school and pre-college students through lifelong learners 
with innovative and market-driven offerings at the 
highest levels of academic excellence.

Our Mission and Vision
Our mission is to provide a rigorous education, informed 
by rapidly evolving global market needs, that supports 
the academic and professional aspirations of our student 
community.

Our vision is to become the premier destination for 
professional education by generating interdisciplinary 
thought leadership, developing innovative pedagogy, and 
advancing globally competitive academic solutions for 
ambitious agents of change and impact.

Our Focus
Based on this mission and vision, Dean Troy J. Eggers 
has focused the school’s efforts on three pillars: develop 
high-quality academic programming and curricula;

•	 Prepare students for the marketplace by ensuring 
they have gone through a best-in-class curriculum for 
their professions;

•	 Create a virtuous circle for faculty by engaging 
academic scholarship that informs teaching; 
teaching that enhances the practice of professions;

•	 Practical application that, in turn, reinforces 
scholarship.

Our Offerings
•	 Eighteen master’s degrees, focusing on emerging 

market needs

•	 Eighteen certificate or certification programs

•	 Courses in over 100 subject areas

•	 Pre-college academic study for high school students 
with over 50 curricular options

•	 Access to Arts and Sciences courses through the 
Auditing and Lifelong Learning Programs

•	 Summer Sessions for Summer Sessions for 
Columbia University
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Activate your columbia email account
In order to register online and to access Columbia’s 
secure online applications, including Student Services 
Online (SSOL), Canvas, and online library resources, all 
students must activate a Columbia email account.  
Once you activate your Columbia email you are 
responsible for checking it regularly. Columbia and the 
School of Professional Studies use email as an official 
means of communication with students. Many important 
University communications, including notification of 
the Student Account Statement availability, are sent via 
email only. You are responsible for all official University 
communications sent to your Columbia email address. 
Please note, it may take 5-10 business days for your 
e-mail to be ready to be activated after admission into 
the program.

In order to create a Columbia email account you will  
need a University Network ID (UNI). Here’s how to  
locate your UNI:

•	 Go to uni.columbia.edu

•	 Type in your name in the “Forgot UNI? (look up Your 
UNI by name)” yellow search box and then click 
“search”

•	 Your name will appear on the screen along with a 
Columbia email account – the letters and numbers 
that precede “@columbia.edu” make up your UNI

Once you have your UNI, go to uni.columbia.edu, click 
on the “Activate UNI or Email” link and follow the simple 
instructions for activating your Columbia email account.

Submit your immunization records  
(all students born after January 1, 1957 must  
provide documentation)

New York state public health law and university policy 
requires that all students must provide documentation 
of immunity to Measles, Mumps, and Rubella (MMR) 
as well as document that they either have received the 
meningitis vaccine or have declined to receive it. You 
must complete the MMR form (http://health.columbia.
edu/system/files/content/healthpdfs/Insurance/health_
immunization_mmr_form_ 8.22.14.pdf ) and submit to 
Columbia Health in person, by mail or fax 30 days prior  
to registration.

Completed forms may be submitted in one of the 
following ways:

In Person: Immunization Office, John Jay Hall, 3rd Floor, 
Monday–Friday, 9 a.m.–5 p.m.

By mail: Immunization Office, 519 West 114th Street, MC 
3601, New York, NY 10027

By fax: (212) 854-5078

If you fax your documentation, please make sure to 
include your full name, date of birth, CUID, and the school 
you will be attending on the form. It cannot be processed 
without this information. We cannot verify receipt of 
individual documents so please keep a copy of your fax 
confirmation.

For questions or concerns regarding your immunization 
documentation, contact the Immunization Compliance

Office Location: John Jay Hall, 3rd Floor

Hours: Monday–Friday, 9 a.m.–5 p.m. 

Phone: (212) 854-7210

Email: immunizationcompliance@columbia.edu

Website: health.columbia.edu/students/immunization-
compliance-requirements/mmr

Record Your Meningococcal Meningitis 
Vaccination Decision Online Before  
Registering For Classes
New York State public health law requires that students 
receive information from their institutions about 
meningococcal meningitis and the vaccine that protects 
against most strains of the disease that can occur on 
university campuses. Columbia students must make an 
informed decision about being vaccinated and certify 
their decision online (ssol.columbia.edu/ssv/ crt/
menIntro.html).
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Obtain Your Columbia Id Card
The University ID card grants you access to the libraries 
and secure campus locations, allows you to purchase 
services at campus cafes and the University bookstore 
and enables you to take advantage of cultural discount 
programs in New York City. Read more about the many 
University ID card features here: ssc.columbia.edu

There are two ways to get your Columbia University  
ID card:

1. In person in the ID center in 204 Kent Hall

2. Submit a photo online. The photo format should be 
passport-style and meet the following requirements:

•	 The photo should be a color, JPEG file

•	 The background should be uniform and light-colored

•	 You must be facing forward, with your head and 
shoulders clearly visible

•	 No photos with sunglasses or hats will be accepted

•	 The file cannot exceed 100k in size

To submit a photo, first make sure you have activated 
your UNI then log into the secure site (webphoto.
columbia.edu/wps/) to submit your ID photo. Once the ID 
Center notifies you that your photo has been accepted, 
you can pick up your ID card from the ID Center once you 
are registered for classes.

Location: 204 Kent Hall

Hours: Monday–Friday, 9 a.m.–5 p.m.

Please note that we are closed on University Holidays 
hr.columbia.edu/wac/workplace/holidays

Phone: (212) 854-7225

Email: idcard@columbia.edu

Website: www.columbia.edu/cu/id

Know Your C-Number/PID
Your C-Number, also known as your Student ID number 
or PID, is a nine-digit identification number that is 
assigned to you upon admission to Columbia. The 
number, which is always preceded by the letter C, is 
used by the Registrar and other departments to keep 
track of enrollment and academic records. To find 
your C-Number, log into Student Services Online (ssol.
columbia.edu) with your UNI and password, click on the 
“Academic Profile” link and then select “Show my name 
and personal data.”

Keep an eye out for your e-bill (if applicable)
Columbia electronically bills students in the School of 
Professional Studies for tuition, fees, and other charges 
at the beginning of each term, usually two to three weeks 
after registration. Tuition is not due prior to the beginning 
of the semester. No tuition or fees are charged for 
semesters you do not enroll in.

When your Student Account Statement is generated, 
an email notification is sent directly to your Columbia 
University email account. Individuals authorized to view 
your Statements (“authorized payers”) are also notified 
through email that a new statement is ready to view 
and/or pay online. No paper bills will be mailed by the 
University.

Your Student Account Statement will be available via the 
University’s E-Billing system

(quikpayasp.com/columbia/tuition/authorized.do ).  
You may pay your bill online, by mail, by wire,  
or in-person.

•	 To pay online by debit from a U.S. bank account, log 
into the E-Billing system and select “Make Payment”

•	 To pay by online check, by mail, or by wire, click here 
for instructions: www.columbia.edu/cu/sfs/docs/
billing/payment-options.html

•	 To pay in-person with check, or traveler’s checks, 
visit 210 Kent Hall on the Morningside Campus
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Student Services Online (SSOL)  
ssol.columbia.edu
SSOL is the secure website students use to view their 
accounts, check registration appointment times, register 
online, pay tuition and fees, view holds*, update contact 
information, view grades, request transcripts, and much, 
much more. Bookmark this link; you will use it frequently 
to manage your day-to-day student life.

*HOLDS - Failure to meet deadlines and/or maintain 
satisfactory academic progress may result in a HOLD on 
your student account. A HOLD prohibits students from 
registering, changing programs, and obtaining a diploma 
or transcripts. Reasons for a HOLD include:

•	 Failing to submit required Health Services 
documents

•	 Failing to make payments on student account

Student Financial Services (SFS)  
sfs.columbia.edu
Student Financial Services manages e-billing and 
student accounts, sponsored billing, tuition exemption 
and stipends. Visit the SFS website to find answers to 
billing and payment questions. For information regarding 
tuition and fees please visit your individual program’s 
pages on the School of Professional Studies’s website: 
sps.columbia.edu

Online Q&A tool: askus.columbia.edu

Location: 205 Kent Hall

Hours: 9 a.m.–5 p.m., Monday–Friday

Phone: (212) 854-4400

Email: sfs@columbia.edu

Mailing Address: 205 Kent Hall, Mail Code 9202 1140 
Amsterdam Ave. New York, NY 10027

University Registrar  
registrar.columbia.edu
The University Registrar is the epicenter of the Columbia 
Morningside campus’s student services division. The 
registrar’s office maintains student academic records. 
Visit the registrar’s website to find information about 
Columbia’s grading system and grade options and 
for instructions about how to request a transcript or 
academic certification. Students may also consult with 
their instructors for course-specific grading criteria.

Columbia’s Academic Calendar (registrar.columbia.edu/
event/academic-calendar) is listed on the registrar’s 
site. The calendar lists all the important dates in a given 
semester.

The Academic Calendar also lists all University-wide 
holidays. Bookmark the Academic Calendar so you don’t 
miss important dates.

Finally, the registrar’s website has links to all of the forms 
associated with its office, including the registration 
adjustment forms, transcript requests, academic 
certification and name change affidavits, among others: 
registrar.columbia.edu/forms .

Online Q&A tool: askus.columbia.edu

Location: 205 Kent Hall

Hours: 9 a.m.–5 p.m., Monday–Friday

Phone: (212) 854-4400

Email: registrar@columbia.edu

Mailing Address: 205 Kent Hall, Mail Code 9202 1140 
Amsterdam Ave. New York, NY 10027
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Libraries
The Libraries are wonderful gathering places to pursue 
scholarly research, to learn about and use information 
technology, to write, to study, and to draw on our rich 
collection of print and electronic resources.

At your disposal is a fully integrated research library. 
Columbia’s Libraries, with over 10 million volumes, over 
100,000 current journals and serials, and an extensive 
collection of electronic resources, manuscripts, rare 
books, microforms, and other nonprint formats, rank 
as one of the top five academic library systems in the 
nation. We hope you will explore one or more of the 22 
libraries at Columbia and its affiliated institutions to 
access the rich array of both traditional and electronic 
information services. For more information, visit:  
library.columbia.edu

Computer Labs
A number of different types of computing facilities are 
available to students of the university. These facilities 
range from simple informational kiosks, to high-end 
workstations, to walk-in consulting centers. Access 
requirements and schedules are provided in the 
detailed description for each location. Please visit the 
website:cuit.columbia.edu

Your Campus Resources
Columbia University campuses provide a wealth of 
resources too great to detail all in this handbook. What 
follows is a selected list of some of the Campus’s 
considerable resources. We encourage you to take 
advantage of as many of Columbia’s resources as 
possible.

Columbia University Events Calendar 
www.columbia.edu/events/today.html

For up to the minute information on lectures, concerts, 
and sports events taking place on the Morningside, 
Medical and Lamont-Doherty campuses and at the 
Baker Field Athletics Complex, please visit the Columbia 
University Events Calendar.

Alfred Lerner Hall Student Center
The architecturally renowned Alfred Lerner Hall Student 
Center (known to students as ‘Lerner’) opened its doors 
in 1999. Its predecessor, Ferris Booth Hall, served as the 
center of student activity for nearly forty years.

You will find many study spaces and lounges here, 
including Café 212, Café East, and Ferris Booth 
Commons. It is also the home of the CU Arts Initiative, 
where you can purchase discount tickets to many NYC 
attractions, as well as the Columbia University Bookstore, 
where you can purchase your textbooks.

2920 Broadway  
(located on 115th Street) New York, NY 10027

Hours: See website for information. Tel:(212) 854-9067

Email: welcomedesk@columbia.edu

Website: lernerhall.columbia.edu

CU Bookstore: columbia.bncollege.com

Miller Theatre
Hours: See website for information. Tel:(212) 854-1493

Website: www.columbia.edu/cu/earl

Miller Theatre at Columbia University is the leading 
presenter of new music in New York City and one of the 
most vital forces nationwide for innovative programming. 
In partnership with Columbia University School of the 
Arts, Miller is dedicated to producing and presenting 
unique events in dance, contemporary and early music, 
jazz, opera, and performance. For information on 
upcoming events and tickets, visit:

Miller Theatre Box Office
2960 Broadway (at 116th Street) New York, NY 10025
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Search for Courses
The courses available to auditors are typically posted a 
week prior to the start of the term. To view the courses 
open to auditors, please go to the Directory of Classes, 
Columbia’s online course bulletin. You can search for 
auditing courses by clicking “A” in the “Course Listings 
by Department” box and scrolling down to where the 
Auditing Department is listed.

Registration
Online - You can register for courses using Student 
Services Online during your assigned registration 
appointment time. Your login information for SSOL is not 
the same as your application. You will login using your 
UNI and password (completed prior to registration).

In Person - You may also enroll in person with your 
Advisor on the morning of registration for each term. 
Details regarding this opportunity will be shared by your 
Advisor a week or so prior to registration.

Lastly, you may also submit a Registration Adjustment 
Form . The form must be signed by the instructor and 
given to your Advisor either via e-mail or in person.

Please note, acceptance into this program does not 
guarantee enrollment in a course.

Registration: Late
Students who are unable to register during the regular 
registration period may register during the Late 
Registration period for a late registration fee of $100.00. 
After the Late Registration period is over, students who 
were still unable to register will require permission of 
the course instructor and Student Affairs and must pay 
the fee. Permission to register after the late registration 
period is given only under exceptional circumstances. 
This fee will not be applied to those in the Manhattanville 
auditing program.

Readmission
Auditors do not need to reapply if they take a gap 
between semesters.

Adding and Dropping Courses
Students must register for the courses they wish to 
attend, and they may not attend courses for which 
they are not registered. Students should consult the 
Academic Calendar for exact dates of the change 
of program period and other deadlines. For more 
information about the registration process, visit the 
Registrar’s website at (registrar.columbia.edu).

During the change of program period
Students may add and/or drop courses through SSOL, 
without penalty, during the Change of Program period 
(i.e., the first two weeks of classes for the fall and spring 
semesters). Students are not charged tuition for courses 
dropped during this time.

Dropping Individual Classes
The Change of Program period is a window of 
opportunity during which you may drop individual 
courses from your schedule without financial penalty. 
You may drop an individual course online on Student 
Services Online.

Adding Classes
Students may add courses through the Change of 
Program period. Please see Registration for more 
information.

Billing and Payment
Columbia bills students for tuition, fees, and other 
charges at the beginning of each term. When a new 
Student Account Statement is generated, an email 
notification is sent directly to student’s Columbia email 
account and they can access their e-bill by logging into 
SSOL. The University does not mail paper bills so it’s 
important for students to check their Columbia e-mail.
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Email Communication
SPS has established email as an official means of 
communication with students. An official Columbia 
University email address is required for all students. The 
University has the right to send official communications 
to the University email address.

Every student is expected to read email on a frequent 
and consistent basis. A student’s failure to receive and 
read University communications in a timely manner does 
not absolve that student from knowing and complying 
with the content of such communications.

Students may elect to redirect (auto-forward) email sent 
to their University email address. Students who redirect 
email from their official University email address to 
another address do so at their own risk. If email is lost 
as a result of forwarding, it does not absolve the student 
from the responsibilities associated with communication 
sent to their official University email address.

Auditing Policies:
The Auditing Programs provide adults the opportunity 
to attend selected lectures drawn from the University’s 
offerings, mostly in the Arts and Sciences departments 
during the fall and spring semesters. The Lifelong 
Learners Program provides an opportunity for students 
of 65 to audit courses. The Auditing Programs are 
not available during the Summer Sessions. Auditors 
must attend class and keep up with the reading. No 
examinations or papers are required, no grade is 
assigned, and no credit is granted for course completion. 
Auditors are silent participants in class and may join 
in discussions through instructors written approval to 
the auditing advisor or Non-Degree Program Director. 
Auditors may only enroll in one class per given term. 
Enrolling in more than one class may result in additional 
fees, and may be subject to being dropped without the 
student’s consent.

Class Offerings
Classes available to audit will be released up to one week 
before classes begin during the Fall and Spring term. 
There are no classes available to audit over summer, 
even if given instructor permission. All classes available 
to audit will be at the undergraduate level. We are unable 
to allow students to audit graduate level classes (4000 
level or above). Under no circumstances may seminars, 
workshops, foreign language courses, literature courses, 
or limited enrollments classes be audited. Classes 
offered through the Business School, Law School, and 
School of Social work are also not able to be audited. 
Auditors may not concurrently enroll in courses for credit 
and courses may not be repeated for credit.

Auditors are prohibited from seeking faculty approval to 
audit these courses and if discovered, may be suspended 
fromthe auditing program.

The auditing section of a course may be cancelled at any 
point in a given semester even if a student has already 
enrolled. It is possible that a student may not be able to 
choose a different course once this happens. Enrollment 
in a course is never guaranteed in a given term.

Conduct
SPS Auditing students are expected to conduct 
themselves in a manner that will show respect for the 
University Community, Department, and themselves 
well. By registering, auditors agree to act in a respectful 
way to other students and Columbia University staff and 
faculty. Failure to do so will result in permanent dismissal 
from the program. Each student, by registering, assumes 
the responsibility to become familiar with and abide by 
these general regulations and rules of conduct.  
Essential Policies
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