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Declaration Reference and Key Data 

Obligation Section Numbers: 5.07(c)(xii) and 5.07(c)(xiii)                             

Obligation Titles: Scholarships to Lifelong Learners and Course Auditing        

Obligation Page Number: 55                                         

Obligation Trigger: Acquisition by ESD or CU of all Initial Stage 1 Condemnation Parcel(s)   

Obligation Start Date: March 12, 2012    

Obligation End Date: March 12, 2038* (25 Years from Commencement)    

Obligation Status: In Compliance      
 
Obligation:  Innovation/Changed Conditions 
 
In accordance with the Declaration of Covenants and Restrictions Section 5.08, Obligations 5.07(c)(xii) and 5.07 
(c)(xiii) are combined to clarify the obligations. In general, the scope of services to be provided has not been 
changed. Empire State Development and Columbia University agreed to this modification on November 28, 2018.  
 
 
Modified Language: 
Scholarships to Lifelong Learners and Course Auditing.  Commencing with the acquisition by ESD or CU of all 
Initial Stage 1 Condemnation Parcels, and continuing for a 25-year period from commencement, CU shall:  

(1) fund up to two courses per year for each of 50 residents per year (25 residents from NYCHA Manhattanville 
and Grant Houses and 25 residents from the local community) to participate in Columbia's School of 
Continuing Education. The Lifelong Learners Program is designed for individuals over 65 years of age 
committed to the principles of lifelong education. 

(2)  fund access to up to 50 courses per year through Columbia’s Continuing Education Auditing Program for 
residents (25 residents from NYCHA Manhattanville and Grant Houses and 25 residents from the local 
community). The Auditing Program provides adults not currently enrolled in college with the opportunity 
to attend selected lectures drawn from CU’s offerings in the Arts and Sciences during the academic year. 

 
*Scholarships to Lifelong Learners and Course Auditing were made available for residents, as described in the 
obligation above, in 2013, one year after the trigger date.  Therefore, this obligation will be in effect until 2038, 25 
years from the commencement of the obligation implementation.  
 
Evidence of Compliance 
 
1. Link to program information and criteria for admission 
2. Annual report   

 
Columbia University’s Implementation Plan and all supporting documentation are made available on the Columbia 
Neighbors Webpage at https://neighbors.columbia.edu/content/community-commitments. 
  

https://neighbors.columbia.edu/content/community-commitments


Manhattanville in West Harlem Implementation Plan Report 
October 16, 2023 Submission 

 

Page 49 of 78 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
EOC Checklist for Obligations 5.07(c)(xii) and 5.07(c)(xiii):  
 
Please check to verify EOC items submitted for review. 
 
  1. Link to program information and criteria for admission  

  2. Annual report  
 
 
 
Monitor’s Notes / Comments:  

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Status:  
Please check to indicate the status of Obligations 5.07(c)(xii) and 5.07(c)(xiii): 
 
  In Compliance    

  In Progress 

  Not In Compliance 

  Not Triggered 
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Implementation Plan Report Scholarships to Lifelong Learners and Course Auditing

Scholarships to Lifelong Learners and Course Auditing

https://sps.columbia.edu/academics/auditing-programs/manhattanville-course-auditing-and-lifelong-learners-program-
community

Link to Program Information and Criteria for Admission:

State Submission Date: October 16, 2023 © Columbia University
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State Submission Annual Reporting Period: October 2022 - September 2023
Availability of Scholarships Beginning: September 2022 (Fall 2022 Semester)

Academic Year Fall Semester Spring 
Semester

Total 
Count

2012-2013 7 7 14
2013-2014 23 21 44
2014-2015 24 37 61
2015-2016 49 57 106
2016-2017 71 86 157
2017-2018 110 112 222
2018-2019 156 177 333
2019-2020 241 269 510
2020-2021 231 204 435
2021-2022 211 228 439
2022-2023 293 282 575

Count Term Program First Name Last Name Zip 
Code

Manhattanville or 
Grant Houses? Age

1 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner        10025 N 77
2 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 69
3 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 76
4 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 77
5 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 76
6 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 78
7 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 71
8 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 68
9 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 83

10 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 68
11 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 67
12 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 84
13 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10027 N 74
14 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner             10025 N 78
15 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner        10025 N 72
16 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner        10025 N 90

Manhattanville Auditors

Annual Report: Scholarships to Lifelong Learners and Course Auditing

Participants in the Manhattanville Auditing Program for Academic Year 2022 - 2023 are listed below:

The Columbia University School of Professional Studies Manhattanville Course Auditing and Lifelong Learners Program provides adult 
community members not currently enrolled in college with the opportunity to attend selected courses from the University’s offerings in the 
Arts and Sciences during the academic year free of charge. A limited number of courses are available to auditors. Students enrolled in the 
Manhattanville Auditing program may take only one course per semester.

This community benefit is available to the residents of the Manhattanville and Grant Houses, and the local Manhattanville community in the 
following qualifying zip codes in Upper Manhattan: 10025, 10026, 10027, 10029, 10030, 10031, 10032, 10033, 10034, 10035 (including 
Randall's Island), 10037, 10039, 10040. The following zip codes in the South Bronx are also eligible: 10451, 10454, 10455, 10474.

State Submission Date: October 16, 2023 © Columbia University
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17 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 75
18 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 68
19 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 71
20 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 80
21 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 77
22 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner        10025 N 81
23 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 91
24 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10027 N 77
25 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner       10025 N 79
26 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 78
27 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 73
28 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 69
29 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 74
30 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 67
31 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 75
32 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10026 N 66
33 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 84
34 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10027 N 77
35 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner        10025 N 75
36 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner        10025 N 76
37 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 70
38 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 91
39 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 81
40 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 77
41 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 74
42 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 82
43 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 86
44 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 76
45 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10026 N 69
46 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner        10025 N 76
47 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10040 N 77
48 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 73
49 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner        10033 N 81
50 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner         10040 N 75
51 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 76
52 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 77
53 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 75
54 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner         10026 N 74
55 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10040 N 72
56 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 79
57 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner        10025 N 80
58 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 83
59 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner         10034 N 84
60 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 77
61 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner        10025 N 75
62 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 77
63 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 72
64 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 68
65 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 81
66 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner             10027 N 78
67 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner  10025 N 82
68 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 71

State Submission Date: October 16, 2023 © Columbia University
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69 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 77
70 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10040 N 71
71 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10027 N 77
72 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10040 N 72
73 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10040 N 73
74 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 79
75 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10026 N 79
76 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10034 N 70
77 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 73
78 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 78
79 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 78
80 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 73
81 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10026 N 69
82 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 76
83 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 81
84 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 72
85 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 83
86 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 77
87 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 75
88 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10027 N 78
89 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10027 N 80
90 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 79
91 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10027 N 81
92 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 67
93 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10034 N 85
94 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 76
95 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 81
96 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 76
97 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10027 N 70
98 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 81
99 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 69

100 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10034 N 76
101 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 75
102 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 81
103 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 77
104 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10033 N 77
105 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner      10025 N 80
106 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner             10025 N 84
107 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 74
108 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 77
109 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 82
110 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 80
111 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 81
112 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 69
113 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10027 N 78
114 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10040 N 75
115 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10032 N 71
116 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner       10025 N 72
117 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 71
118 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 72
119 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10027 N 66
120 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 79

State Submission Date: October 16, 2023 © Columbia University
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121 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10033 N 77
122 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10027 N 84
123 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 78
124 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner        10025 N 79
125 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 77
126 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10040 N 76
127 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 76
128 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 70
129 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner        10025 N 81
130 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10040 N 71
131 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10034 N 82
132 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 82
133 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner         10027 N 71
134 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 68
135 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 72
136 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 73
137 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 70
138 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner        10025 N 67
139 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 84
140 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner        10033 N 72
141 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 79
142 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 75
143 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 75
144 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 81
145 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner             10027 N 68
146 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 67
147 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 87
148 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 81
149 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 70
150 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10032 N 70
151 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner       10025 N 82
152 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 77
153 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 83
154 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner        10025 N 76
155 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 78
156 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 75
157 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10031 N 67
158 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 74
159 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 68
160 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10474 N 66
161 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 78
162 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 77
163 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner        10025 N 69
164 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 76
165 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 72
166 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner         10040 N 68
167 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner        10031 N 74
168 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 72
169 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 79
170 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 70
171 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 67
172 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner             10025 N 76

State Submission Date: October 16, 2023 © Columbia University
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173 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 66
174 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 66
175 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 87
176 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 79
177 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 84
178 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10027 N 81
179 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 77
180 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 70
181 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 70
182 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 70
183 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner       10025 N 67
184 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 66
185 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner         10033 N 78
186 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 68
187 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner        10033 N 78
188 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10027 N 72
189 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 70
190 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 68
191 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 73
192 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 70
193 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 85
194 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 85
195 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner       10027 N 67
196 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 66
197 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 85
198 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10026 N 75
199 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 71
200 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner        10025 N 71
201 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 77
202 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 76
203 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 70
204 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 84
205 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10031 N 67
206 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10033 N 73
207 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10026 N 66
208 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 71
209 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 69
210 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 75
211 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 71
212 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 69
213 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 75
214 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 70
215 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 80
216 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10033 N 67
217 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner           10031 N 68
218 Fall 2022 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 71
219 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 78
220 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner        10025 N 77
221 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 79
222 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 77
223 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 76
224 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 71
225 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 76

State Submission Date: October 16, 2023 © Columbia University
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226 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 83
227 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 68
228 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 67
229 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 84
230 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner        10025 N 90
231 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 76
232 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner        10025 N 72
233 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10027 N 74
234 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner             10025 N 78
235 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 75
236 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 68
237 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 71
238 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 80
239 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner        10025 N 81
240 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10027 N 77
241 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 69
242 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 74
243 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner       10025 N 79
244 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 67
245 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 78
246 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 84
247 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 75
248 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10026 N 66
249 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10027 N 77
250 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 86
251 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 68
252 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 77
253 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner        10025 N 75
254 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 77
255 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner        10025 N 76
256 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 76
257 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 77
258 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 78
259 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner        10025 N 75
260 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner         10040 N 75
261 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 70
262 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 78
263 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 72
264 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 73
265 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner        10025 N 76
266 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10026 N 69
267 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 76
268 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10040 N 77
269 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10027 N 70
270 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner        10025 N 80
271 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner         10026 N 74
272 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 83
273 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner         10034 N 84
274 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 72
275 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 83
276 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10033 N 77
277 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 68
278 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 82

State Submission Date: October 16, 2023 © Columbia University
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279 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 74
280 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner             10027 N 78
281 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner            10026 N 79
282 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 71
283 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 82
284 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10040 N 72
285 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10040 N 73
286 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner  10025 N 82
287 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10027 N 84
288 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 78
289 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 73
290 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner        10033 N 81
291 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 76
292 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 74
293 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 79
294 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 77
295 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 77
296 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 76
297 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 75
298 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner            10027 N 78
299 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 82
300 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 79
301 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 81
302 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 75
303 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 66
304 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 81
305 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 71
306 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner      10025 N 80
307 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10027 N 81
308 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 75
309 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner            10033 N 77
310 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner            10027 N 81
311 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10040 N 72
312 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 67
313 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 81
314 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 81
315 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 74
316 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 73
317 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 75
318 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner             10025 N 84
319 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 74
320 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 76
321 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 70
322 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10040 N 71
323 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner            10027 N 77
324 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 80
325 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 77
326 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner        10025 N 67
327 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 81
328 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 73
329 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner         10027 N 71
330 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 70
331 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner         10033 N 78
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332 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 68
333 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10027 N 80
334 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10026 N 66
335 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 70
336 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 77
337 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 70
338 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner             10027 N 68
339 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 69
340 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 70
341 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 84
342 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 78
343 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 71
344 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner        10025 N 71
345 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 69
346 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10033 N 67
347 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner            10040 N 75
348 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 79
349 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10033 N 73
350 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 71
351 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10031 N 68
352 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 69
353 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 70
354 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 66
355 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10474 N 66
356 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 79
357 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 76
358 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner       10025 N 69
359 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 72
360 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 87
361 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner            10032 N 70
362 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 70
363 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10027 N 78
364 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10032 N 71
365 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner        10025 N 76
366 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 72
367 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 70
368 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10034 N 82
369 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 68
370 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 73
371 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 73
372 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 87
373 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10034 N 85
374 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10040 N 71
375 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner        10031 N 74
376 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner        10033 N 72
377 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 75
378 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 77
379 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 71
380 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 77
381 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 70
382 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 75
383 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 68
384 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 75

State Submission Date: October 16, 2023 © Columbia University



Manhattanville in West Harlem
Implementation Plan Report

Declaration Sections  5.07(c)(xii) and 5.07(c)(xiii)
 Scholarships to Lifelong Learners and Course Auditing

385 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 85
386 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 85
387 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 84
388 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner       10025 N 72
389 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 85
390 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 67
391 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 70
392 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner       10025 N 67
393 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 66
394 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 76
395 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 81
396 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner        10033 N 78
397 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner             10035 N 72
398 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10027 N 72
399 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10031 N 67
400 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 70
401 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 80
402 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 66
403 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner         10025 N 70
404 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 72
405 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10026 N 75
406 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 71
407 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 67
408 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10027 N 70
409 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 71
410 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner           10025 N 68
411 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner        10025 N 71
412 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 68
413 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner            10025 N 74
414 Spring 2023 MV Lifelong Learner          10025 N 77

Count Term Program First Name Last Name Zip 
Code

Manhattanville or 
Grant Houses?

1 Fall 2022 MV Auditor           10032 N
2 Fall 2022 MV Auditor           10027 N
3 Fall 2022 MV Auditor         10025 N
4 Fall 2022 MV Auditor             10025 N
5 Fall 2022 MV Auditor            10025 N
6 Fall 2022 MV Auditor             10026 N
7 Fall 2022 MV Auditor        10025 N
8 Fall 2022 MV Auditor    - 10039 N
9 Fall 2022 MV Auditor           10037 N

10 Fall 2022 MV Auditor          10025 N
11 Fall 2022 MV Auditor          10025 N
12 Fall 2022 MV Auditor        - 10027 N
13 Fall 2022 MV Auditor          10027 N
14 Fall 2022 MV Auditor         10039 N
15 Fall 2022 MV Auditor           10025 N
16 Fall 2022 MV Auditor           10025 N
17 Fall 2022 MV Auditor            10025 N
18 Fall 2022 MV Auditor           10025 N

State Submission Date: October 16, 2023 © Columbia University



Manhattanville in West Harlem
Implementation Plan Report

Declaration Sections  5.07(c)(xii) and 5.07(c)(xiii)
 Scholarships to Lifelong Learners and Course Auditing

19 Fall 2022 MV Auditor            10025 N
20 Fall 2022 MV Auditor          10032 N
21 Fall 2022 MV Auditor         10027 N
22 Fall 2022 MV Auditor          10025 N
23 Fall 2022 MV Auditor          - 10025 N
24 Fall 2022 MV Auditor            10025 N
25 Fall 2022 MV Auditor            10026 N
26 Fall 2022 MV Auditor         10030 N
27 Fall 2022 MV Auditor           10025 N
28 Fall 2022 MV Auditor           10027 N
29 Fall 2022 MV Auditor          10025 N
30 Fall 2022 MV Auditor          10025 N
31 Fall 2022 MV Auditor         10025 N
32 Fall 2022 MV Auditor            10025 N
33 Fall 2022 MV Auditor           10040 N
34 Fall 2022 MV Auditor            10026 N
35 Fall 2022 MV Auditor         10025 N
36 Fall 2022 MV Auditor            10025 N
37 Fall 2022 MV Auditor            10025 N
38 Fall 2022 MV Auditor           10030 N
39 Fall 2022 MV Auditor          10027 N
40 Fall 2022 MV Auditor            10025 N
41 Fall 2022 MV Auditor           10033 N
42 Fall 2022 MV Auditor          10025 N
43 Fall 2022 MV Auditor         10025 N
44 Fall 2022 MV Auditor        10027 N
45 Fall 2022 MV Auditor           10037 N
46 Fall 2022 MV Auditor           10025 N
47 Fall 2022 MV Auditor       - 10035 N
48 Fall 2022 MV Auditor          10027 N
49 Fall 2022 MV Auditor          10025 N
50 Fall 2022 MV Auditor          10031 N
51 Fall 2022 MV Auditor         10027 N
52 Fall 2022 MV Auditor            10025 N
53 Fall 2022 MV Auditor            10027 N
54 Fall 2022 MV Auditor           10027 N
55 Fall 2022 MV Auditor          10027 N
56 Fall 2022 MV Auditor          10026 N
57 Fall 2022 MV Auditor            10026 N
58 Fall 2022 MV Auditor           10037 N
59 Fall 2022 MV Auditor           10025 N
60 Fall 2022 MV Auditor    10025 N
61 Fall 2022 MV Auditor            10025 N
62 Fall 2022 MV Auditor        10026 N
63 Fall 2022 MV Auditor          10025 N
64 Fall 2022 MV Auditor            10037 N
65 Fall 2022 MV Auditor         10032 N
66 Fall 2022 MV Auditor         10025 N
67 Fall 2022 MV Auditor         10031 N
68 Fall 2022 MV Auditor        10031 N
69 Fall 2022 MV Auditor         10025 N
70 Fall 2022 MV Auditor           10035 N

State Submission Date: October 16, 2023 © Columbia University



Manhattanville in West Harlem
Implementation Plan Report

Declaration Sections  5.07(c)(xii) and 5.07(c)(xiii)
 Scholarships to Lifelong Learners and Course Auditing

71 Fall 2022 MV Auditor        10025 N
72 Fall 2022 MV Auditor         - 10027 N
73 Fall 2022 MV Auditor             10032 N
74 Fall 2022 MV Auditor         10025 N
75 Fall 2022 MV Auditor        10026 N
76 Spring 2023 MV Auditor           10032 N
77 Spring 2023 MV Auditor           10027 N
78 Spring 2023 MV Auditor         10025 N
79 Spring 2023 MV Auditor        10030 N
80 Spring 2023 MV Auditor             10025 N
81 Spring 2023 MV Auditor             10026 N
82 Spring 2023 MV Auditor    - 10039 N
83 Spring 2023 MV Auditor            10025 N
84 Spring 2023 MV Auditor        10025 N
85 Spring 2023 MV Auditor           10037 N
86 Spring 2023 MV Auditor           10027 N
87 Spring 2023 MV Auditor          10025 N
88 Spring 2023 MV Auditor        - 10027 N
89 Spring 2023 MV Auditor          10025 N
90 Spring 2023 MV Auditor         10031 N
91 Spring 2023 MV Auditor         10039 N
92 Spring 2023 MV Auditor           10026 N
93 Spring 2023 MV Auditor        10025 N
94 Spring 2023 MV Auditor            10025 N
95 Spring 2023 MV Auditor           10025 N
96 Spring 2023 MV Auditor            10025 N
97 Spring 2023 MV Auditor           10025 N
98 Spring 2023 MV Auditor            10025 N
99 Spring 2023 MV Auditor           10025 N

100 Spring 2023 MV Auditor        10025 N
101 Spring 2023 MV Auditor          10025 N
102 Spring 2023 MV Auditor            10025 N
103 Spring 2023 MV Auditor            10037 N
104 Spring 2023 MV Auditor           10040 N
105 Spring 2023 MV Auditor           10027 N
106 Spring 2023 MV Auditor         10027 N
107 Spring 2023 MV Auditor         10030 N
108 Spring 2023 MV Auditor        10026 N
109 Spring 2023 MV Auditor          10025 N
110 Spring 2023 MV Auditor        10025 N
111 Spring 2023 MV Auditor           10025 N
112 Spring 2023 MV Auditor            10027 N
113 Spring 2023 MV Auditor             10025 N
114 Spring 2023 MV Auditor         10027 N
115 Spring 2023 MV Auditor         10032 N
116 Spring 2023 MV Auditor          10025 N
117 Spring 2023 MV Auditor        10029 N
118 Spring 2023 MV Auditor           10025 N
119 Spring 2023 MV Auditor          - 10025 N
120 Spring 2023 MV Auditor          10031 N
121 Spring 2023 MV Auditor            10025 N
122 Spring 2023 MV Auditor          10027 N
123 Spring 2023 MV Auditor          10027 N

State Submission Date: October 16, 2023 © Columbia University
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124 Spring 2023 MV Auditor        10031 N
125 Spring 2023 MV Auditor           10037 N
126 Spring 2023 MV Auditor          10026 N
127 Spring 2023 MV Auditor           10033 N
128 Spring 2023 MV Auditor           10025 N
129 Spring 2023 MV Auditor         10032 N
130 Spring 2023 MV Auditor            10026 N
131 Spring 2023 MV Auditor         10025 N
132 Spring 2023 MV Auditor        10027 Y
133 Spring 2023 MV Auditor           10040 N
134 Spring 2023 MV Auditor          10031 N
135 Spring 2023 MV Auditor           - 10025 N
136 Spring 2023 MV Auditor          10027 N
137 Spring 2023 MV Auditor         10025 N
138 Spring 2023 MV Auditor            10025 N
139 Spring 2023 MV Auditor           10027 N
140 Spring 2023 MV Auditor    10025 N
141 Spring 2023 MV Auditor         10026 N
142 Spring 2023 MV Auditor          10025 N
143 Spring 2023 MV Auditor         10025 N
144 Spring 2023 MV Auditor            10025 N
145 Spring 2023 MV Auditor         10035 N
146 Spring 2023 MV Auditor          10025 N
147 Spring 2023 MV Auditor          10025 N
148 Spring 2023 MV Auditor          10025 N
149 Spring 2023 MV Auditor            10027 N
150 Spring 2023 MV Auditor              10027 N
151 Spring 2023 MV Auditor           10025 N
152 Spring 2023 MV Auditor           10030 N
153 Spring 2023 MV Auditor         10025 N
154 Spring 2023 MV Auditor            10040 N
155 Spring 2023 MV Auditor          10026 N
156 Spring 2023 MV Auditor         - 10027 N
157 Spring 2023 MV Auditor         10025 N
158 Spring 2023 MV Auditor            10025 N
159 Spring 2023 MV Auditor         10031 N
160 Spring 2023 MV Auditor       10032 N
161 Spring 2023 MV Auditor        10030 N

● Auditors and Lifelong Learners Student Handbook
● Copies of public notifications and/or announcements of Lifelong Learners and Course Auditing Programs
Additional Supporting Documentation

State Submission Date: October 16, 2023 © Columbia University
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This community benefit is available to the residents 
of the Manhattanville and Grant Houses, as well as 
community residents living in the following qualifying 
zip codes in Upper Manhattan: 10025, 10026, 10027, 
10029, 10030, 10031, 10032, 10033, 10034, 10035 
(including Randall’s Island), 10037, 10039, 10040 and 
the following zip codes in the South Bronx 10451, 
10454, 10455, 10474.

Auditors are silent participants in class and may join 
in discussions only at the discretion of the instructor. 
Auditors are encouraged to attend class and to keep  
up with the reading. No examinations or papers are 
required, no grade is assigned, and no credit is granted 
for course completion. This opportunity is offered in 
the spirit that learning is a lifelong endeavor.

See reverse

The Columbia University School of 

Professional Studies Manhattanville 

Course Auditing Program provides 

adult community members not 

currently enrolled in college with the 

opportunity to attend selected courses 

from the University’s offerings in the 

Arts and Sciences during the academic 

year FREE OF CHARGE.

Manhattanville Course Auditing  
for Community Members



Qualified community applicants 
are strongly encouraged to apply 
online at  
sps.columbia.edu/academics/
auditing-programs.  
 
Online applications can be 
processed more efficiently.

Admissions General Information, Admissions 
Questions and Advising 
 
212-854-9666 
auditing@sps.columbia.edu

Application Document  
Submission and Application 
Processing Questions 
 
212-854-9666  
apply@sps.columbia.edu

Admissions and Advising Offices 
School of Professional Studies 
 
203 Lewisohn Hall 
2970 Broadway, Mail Code 4119 
New York, NY 10027-6902 
212-854-9666 
 
Office hours: 
Monday–Friday, 
9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.

Manhattanville Course Auditing for Community Members

Application Deadline:  
July 20 for Fall Semester

sps.columbia.edu/academics/auditing-programs

Admission Requirements

The Auditing Program is available to adults over 18 who: 

1.	 Are not currently enrolled in a college or university

2.	 Are residents of the Manhattanville or Grant Houses,  
or of the local community (see zip codes on page 1).  
You must submit proof of residency when you apply.

3.	 Would like to sit in a designated class as a silent observer

Course 
Availability

Registration

A limited number of courses are available to auditors. Students enrolled in the 
Manhattanville Auditing program may take one course per academic-year semester. 
Space is limited; acceptance into the program does not guarantee you will be able to  
take a class due to space constraints. Only academic-year courses may be audited.  
Auditing is not allowed for Summer Sessions courses.

Manhattanville Auditors take classes alongside 
Columbia’s undergraduate students who are given 
priority registration. Courses are opened to Auditors as 
seats become available. Auditors should apply by the 
deadlines and register online as soon as registration 
opens since space is limited and on a first-come, first-
served basis. Auditors select one course from a list 
of Auditor Offerings only. Not all Columbia University 
courses are open for audit.

http://sps.columbia.edu/academics/auditing-programs
http://sps.columbia.edu/academics/auditing-programs
mailto:auditing%40sps.columbia.edu%20?subject=
mailto:apply%40sps.columbia.edu?subject=
http://sps.columbia.edu/academics/auditing-programs


FREE EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 
AT COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY

Lifelong Learners and General Auditors are encouraged to attend class and keep up with the reading 
while being silent participants in the class. No examinations or papers are required, and no grade is 

assigned. Students enrolled in these programs may take up to two courses per academic year.

To apply, visit:
http://sps.columbia.edu/auditing/manhattanville-auditing-program

For more information, please contact the
School of Professional Studies:

auditing@sps.columbia.edu | 212-854-9666

The Manhattanville Course Auditing and Lifelong Learners Program provides adults not currently 
enrolled in college with the opportunity to attend selected lectures from Columbia University’s 

offerings in the Arts and Sciences during the academic year. This program is available to the residents 
of the Manhattanville and Grant Houses and the local Manhattanville community at no charge.



Columbia Neighbors

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS & RESOURCES

3 Manhattanville Auditing Program Participants Share
Their Columbia Classroom Experience

The program allows residents of Upper Manhattan to audit selected Columbia courses at

no cost.

By Kelly Moffitt-Hawasly

November 07, 2022



3 Manhattanville Auditing Program Participants Share Their Columbia Classroom Experience »News »Home

https://neighbors.columbia.edu/
https://neighbors.columbia.edu/community-programs-resources
https://neighbors.columbia.edu/news
https://neighbors.columbia.edu/


When Nia Bediako moved to New York City from Jamaica at age 16, she one day hoped to attend Columbia University. The

retired Citibank vice president of consumer banking didn’t attend for undergrad, but when a colleague from Citibank told her

about the Manhattanville Course Auditing Program   and the courses available to residents of Upper Manhattan and the South

Bronx to audit at no cost, she jumped at the opportunity. 

“It was a full circle moment for me, to be on campus,” Bediako said.

The Central Harlem resident has been auditing courses since 2019, including a logic course that she said finally cemented what

she’d learned in undergrad more than forty years earlier. Her favorite course so far? Middle Eastern Studies with Dr. Rashid

Khalidi, Edward Said Professor of Modern Arab Studies.

“I use what I learn in class in day-to-day life,” Bediako said. “I’m president of my block association and I’m considered a

community leader, so every opportunity I get, I like to share knowledge with all groups of people I meet: Black, White, Asian,

Latino, happy, and not-so-happy people. I tell them to apply.”

What Are the Benefits of Auditing?

Manhattanville Auditors have the opportunity to learn professional skills in marketing, accounting, and nonprofit management

courses, or they can take a liberal arts approach and seek out classes in comparative literature, philosophy, and even biology

and linguistics. 

PROGRAM INFORMATION

How to Become a Manhattanville Auditor 

Auditing Program Website and Registration Information 

Courses available to auditors change every semester. When taking courses, auditors are silent participants but keep up with

assigned course readings and are present for every class session to soak in all the learning.

Roy Byrd, retired computer science researcher and Morningside Heights resident, has been a part of the program since 2018.

He said the history courses help him think about the state of the world, the science courses help him feed what he calls a “life-

long quest” to understand the surrounding universe, and the music courses help him learn more styles and techniques as an

amateur musician.

His favorite course so far? “Physics for Poets.”

“Throughout my career, I always planned to ‘move to a college town when I retire,’ in order to remain intellectually vital and

entertained,” Byrd said. “Living near Columbia helps me achieve that and the courses are part of the intellectual stimulation.”

Bediako also mentioned the camaraderie that comes with being an auditor as well as the energy that comes from being on

campus with young people.

Joyce Polistena, a semi-retired art historian and Morningside Heights resident, has been auditing courses since 2019 and calls

the classroom experience “pure pleasure.”

"The first two times I audited, I said 'Oh my god! This feels great,'" Polistena said. "I am not the professor here and I am not

responsible for teaching content but I can listen, learn, and take notes. Just a wonderful experience.”

Her favorite courses? Ones that offer a new perspective on her areas of expertise, such as “The Philosophy of Romanticism” with

Professor Axel Honneth, or completely different areas of study, such as “Persian Poetry.”

https://sps.columbia.edu/academics/auditing-programs/manhattanville-course-auditing-community-members
https://sps.columbia.edu/sites/default/files/2020-10/Flyer.pdf
https://sps.columbia.edu/academics/auditing-programs/manhattanville-course-auditing-community-members


It is just such a wonderful opportunity,” Polistena said. “For one thing, it is conveniently located, but also the expertise of

the professors is a great benefit and a huge attraction. As an academic myself, I couldn't imagine going through life without

continuing to learn."

Who Can Audit?

The Manhattanville Auditing Program is a community benefit available to the residents of the Manhattanville and Grant Houses,

as well as community residents living in the following qualifying zip codes in Upper Manhattan: 10025, 10026, 10027, 10029,

10030, 10031, 10032, 10033, 10034, 10035 (including Randall’s Island), 10037, 10039, 10040 and the following zip codes in the

South Bronx 10451, 10454, 10455, 10474.

HERE'S HOW TO PARTICIPATE

Your Step-by-Step Manhattanville Course Auditing Guide

Aside from proof of residence, auditors must not be currently enrolled in college or university and must commit to sitting in class

as silent observers. The application deadline is August 15 for courses in the fall semester and December 15 for the spring

semester each year.

Columbia’s School of Professional Studies, which administers the Manhattanville Auditing Program, has a full breakdown of

directions on how apply for the program on its website   as well as a printable flyer to share  . Neighbors has also compiled

a breakdown of the auditing application process here.

Advice for Community Auditors from Auditors

If the registration process seems daunting, Polistena has some concerted advice for would-be auditors: “Log in to your Columbia

email frequently. Any questions, confusion, or frustration, get in touch with your advisor.”

Once auditors apply and are accepted to the program, they are assigned an advisor who will help them navigate Columbia’s

admittedly difficult class registration system.

PROGRAMS & RESOURCES FOR OUR NEIGHBORS

Hundreds of resources are available to our neighbors—find them all here.

Byrd adds: “My advice: be sure that you're logged in, with a stable internet connection, right when registrations open in the

morning.”

Bediako stressed the importance of following the rule of not speaking in class unless a professor explicitly invites input from

auditors. 

And on a fun note, Byrd offered this final tip:

“Treasure your student ID card! It gets you into museums, discounts in local stores, and gives you access to Columbia buildings.”

At the end of the day, the auditing program can be a source of great energy for participants.

“I look across campus and I see this flurry of activity and creativity,” Polistena said. “It is beautiful to be a part of it.”

https://neighbors.columbia.edu/news/indulge-your-curiosity-and-learn-new-skills-free-course-auditing
https://sps.columbia.edu/academics/auditing-programs/manhattanville-course-auditing-community-members
https://sps.columbia.edu/sites/default/files/2020-10/Flyer.pdf
https://neighbors.columbia.edu/news/indulge-your-curiosity-and-learn-new-skills-free-course-auditing
https://neighbors.columbia.edu/content/programs-resources


BECOME A MANHATTANVILLE AUDITOR
There are a few steps involved in becoming a 
Manhattanville Auditor. First, fill out the online 
application through the Columbia School of 
Professional Studies website by December 15, 
2022 to audit in Spring 2023. For this application, 
you’ll need proof of residency, like a current utility 
bill, bank account statement, or residential lease. 

Once you’re accepted, you’ll get information 
about setting up your university ID, registering 
for a class, and submitting your documentation 
to meet Columbia’s immunization requirements. 
Registration for auditors for the Spring 2023 
starts on January 4, 2023.

Get all the details and sign up at neighbors.
columbia.edu/auditing.

CommunityUpdates

November 2022

Bulletin

Connect with us at  neighbors.columbia.edu   @neighborshub   @neighborshub   @ColumbiaNeighbors

INDULGE YOUR CURIOSITY WITH FREE COURSE AUDITING 
Looking for a way to keep your mind sharp this winter? If you live in Upper 
Manhattan including Randall’s Island or the South Bronx, haven’t recently 
attended high school, and aren’t enrolled at a university, you’re probably eligible 
for the free Manhattanville Auditing Program at Columbia.

Roy Byrd, a retired computer science researcher and Columbia neighbor, has 
participated in the Manhattanville Auditing Program since 2018. “Throughout 
my career, I always planned to ‘move to a college town when I retire,’ in order to 
remain intellectually vital and entertained,” he said. “Living near Columbia helps 
me achieve that and the courses are part of the intellectual stimulation.”

Auditors observe classes, but don’t receive credit towards a degree. They also 
don’t receive a grade or have to take exams or write papers. Manhattanville 
auditors have the opportunity to learn professional skills in marketing, accounting, 
and nonprofit management courses, or they can take a liberal arts approach and 
seek out classes in comparative literature, philosophy, and even biology and 
linguistics. The courses available to audit change every semester!

Check with event organizers for the 
latest updates, find more events at 
neighbors.columbia.edu/events 

CommunityEvents

 Aftershock: Screening 
& Discussion 
November 2, 5:30 pm 
A documentary 
following two families 
as they reckon with 

one of the most pressing issues in 
the U.S., the maternal health crisis. 
neighbors.columbia.edu/aftershock

Student Activism in 
Climate Movement 
November 9, 4:00 pm 
Hear from youth 
activists who are 
providing climate 

adaptation, mitigation, and resilience 
strategies to create a more 
sustainable future. 
neighbors.columbia.edu/youth-climate

 Anti-Racism Speaker 
Dr. Beverly Malone 
November 10, 9:00 am 
Hear from the former 
federal deputy 
assistant secretary for 

health under President Bill Clinton 
about policy and clinical practice. 
neighbors.columbia.edu/DrMalone

The Wellness Circle 
November 15, 12:00 pm 
The Forum and the 
Harlem Wellness 
Center hold free 
weekly chair stretches 

and meditation sessions in the West 
Atrium. 
neighbors.columbia.edu/wellnesscircle

Uptown Night Market 
November 10, 4:00 pm 
Celebrate cuisine, 
culture, and community 
at the final Uptown 
Night Market of the 

season under the arches on 12th 
Avenue. 
neighbors.columbia.edu/uptown-night

H.EA.L.T.H for Youths 
College Readiness 
Series 
November 27, 11:30 am 
H.EA.L.T.H for Youths 
College Readiness 

Series invites you to participate in 
their November Session on Financial 
Aid! 
neighbors.columbia.edu/college-ready
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Indulge Your Curiosity and Learn New Skills with Free
Course Auditing

Observe Columbia classes about everything from accounting to biology to linguistics

through this free program for local residents.

By Maggie Barrows

November 07, 2022

Looking for a way to keep your mind sharp this winter? If you live in Upper Manhattan, including Randall’s Island or the South

Bronx, haven’t recently attended high school, and aren’t enrolled at a university, you’re probably eligible for the free

Manhattanville Course Auditing Program   at Columbia.

Indulge Your Curiosity and Learn New Skills with Free Course Auditing »News »Home

https://neighbors.columbia.edu/
https://neighbors.columbia.edu/community-programs-resources
https://sps.columbia.edu/academics/auditing-programs/manhattanville-course-auditing-community-members
https://neighbors.columbia.edu/news
https://neighbors.columbia.edu/


Auditors can observe one class per semester, but don’t receive credit towards a degree. They also don’t receive a grade or have

to take exams or write papers.

Manhattanville auditors have the opportunity to learn professional skills in marketing, accounting, and nonprofit management

courses, or they can take a liberal arts approach and seek out classes in comparative literature, philosophy, and even biology

and linguistics. The courses available to audit change every semester, and often more classes are opened up for auditing shortly

before the semester starts.

LEARN MORE ABOUT AUDITING

Meet 3 Manhattanville Auditors

Auditing Program Website and Registration Information 

Download Printable Auditing Program Info

Roy Byrd, a retired computer science researcher and Columbia neighbor, has participated in the Manhattanville Course Auditing

Program since 2018.

“Throughout my career, I always planned to ‘move to a college town when I retire,’ in order to remain intellectually vital and

entertained,” Byrd said. “Living near Columbia helps me achieve that and the courses are part of the intellectual stimulation.”

There are a few steps involved in becoming a Manhattanville Auditor.

1. First, check your eligibility. The Manhattanville Auditing Program is available to residents of the Manhattanville and Grant

Houses, as well as community residents living in the following qualifying zip codes in Upper Manhattan: 10025, 10026,

10027, 10029, 10030, 10031, 10032, 10033, 10034, 10035 (including Randall’s Island), 10037, 10039, 10040 and the

following zip codes in the South Bronx 10451, 10454, 10455, 10474.

2. Fill out the online application through the Columbia School of Professional Studies website   by December 15 to audit

in Spring and August 15 to audit in the Fall. 

3. Gather proof of residency. For this application, you’ll need proof of residency in one of the eligible zip codes, like a

current utility bill, bank account statement, or residential lease. 

Once you’re accepted, you’ll get information about setting up your university ID, registering for a class, and submitting your

documentation to meet Columbia’s immunization requirements  , as well as some other administrative requirements. Make

sure to check your email for that information!

When that's all done, you can get ready to register for classes by seeing what's available in the Auditing Department in the

Columbia Directory of Classes   (click into the departments that start with A and then scroll to the bottom). Registration for

auditors for Spring 2023 starts on January 4, 2023.

Got more questions before you apply? Reach out to the auditing programs at Columbia School of Professional Studies at 212-

854-9666 or via email. Don't miss the tips from current auditing program participants, either!

Subscribe to our newsletter to stay up-to-date:

Email Address *

https://neighbors.columbia.edu/news/3-manhattanville-auditing-program-participants-share-their-columbia-classroom-experience
https://sps.columbia.edu/academics/auditing-programs/manhattanville-course-auditing-community-members
https://neighbors.columbia.edu/sites/default/files/content/Bulletin%20November%202022.pdf
https://neighbors.columbia.edu/news/3-manhattanville-auditing-program-participants-share-their-columbia-classroom-experience
https://apply.sps.columbia.edu/apply/
https://www.health.columbia.edu/immunization-compliance-office
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/bulletin/uwb/
mailto:auditing@sps.columbia.edu
https://neighbors.columbia.edu/news/3-manhattanville-auditing-program-participants-share-their-columbia-classroom-experience


View this email in your browser

Uptown Community Groups for Senior Citizens to Join
This Winter Season

Uptown is home to a collective of neighborhood groups dedicated to uniting, uplifting, and
spreading joy amongst our elders during this season and all year round. Whether you’re a
local looking for ways to connect with your neighbors or you’re in search of fun-filled
activities for your loved one, there is an array of offerings for senior citizens in Harlem and
Washington Heights.

From fitness programs to community spaces for socialization, here are three local
nonprofits and community groups in Upper Manhattan for our elders to connect with during
the holidays.

Fitness Program Aims to
Improve Health of Local Seniors

The Seniors AIM High program—a
collaboration between The Armory
Foundation and the CUIMC Office of
Community Service Programs—provides
free weekly fitness sessions for adults
ages 60+ from Washington Heights-
Inwood, Harlem, and the South Bronx.
Learn more about the initiative.

Columbia Shuttle Bus Service
for the Elderly

Did you know elders within the local
community can ride aboard Columbia’s
intercampus shuttle bus at no cost? The
shuttle bus service operates on a regular
schedule throughout the day on every
weekday, except on state and federal
public holidays. Learn about the routes
and ridership requirements. Read more.

Community Discussion:
Who Cares about Careworkers and Educators?

Read more
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 In this timely, equity-focused discussion on wellness during the twin pandemics of COVID

and a nationwide reckoning with systemic racism, three Columbia Bundles Community

Scholars will discuss the development of culturally responsive wellness spaces focused on

sustaining careworkers and educators. The event is being presented by the Columbia

School of Professional Studies Community Programs and Office of Government and

Community Affairs in collaboration with the Harlem Wellness Center, the Afro.Scholar

EdCollective and Harlem is Healing.

Register here.

Community Highlights

Community Partnership Boosts
Digital and Health Literacy
LEARNIT is a grassroots service-learning
program designed to improve digital and
health literacy within underserved
communities. Learn more about how
students, faculty, staff, and volunteers
across CUIMC are using the initiative to
drive change in Upper Manhattan.

Columbia University College of
Dental Medicine Eldersmile
Program
Columbia College of Dental Medicine’s
DentCare collective offers oral health care
workshops, health screenings, and
referrals to senior citizens in Washington
Heights, Inwood, and Central Harlem
through its ElderSmile program.

Study Finds One in 10 Older
Americans Has Dementia
In the first nationally representative study
of cognitive impairment prevalence in
more than 20 years, Columbia University
researchers discovered almost 10% of
U.S. adults ages 65 and older have
dementia. Learn how social inequalities
lead to disparities in health outcomes.

Upcoming Events

Christine Kandic Torres: The Girls in Queens
Join Broadway Housing Communities as the nonprofit kicks off its new literary series
designed to amplify the work of local authors. The first installment will feature a book
reading with Queens-bred fiction writer Christine Kandic Torres who will delve into the
inspiration behind her debut novel The Girls in Queens. A book signing will follow the
interactive discussion. The event—which is being hosted in partnership with Sister's
Uptown Bookstore—is free and open to the public. Thursday, Dec. 1, 6:30 pm

‘The Inspection’ Film Screening
Stop by The Forum at Columbia’s Manhattanville campus for an exclusive screening of
filmmaker and Columbia alum Elegance Bratton’s debut feature film The Inspection.
Inspired by Bratton’s journey, the poignant movie chronicles the path of a young, gay Black
man who joins the Marines, capturing how his experiences in the military shaped his
identity and forever changed his life. The screening—which is being presented by The
Forum, The Bridge Lab, A24, and the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences—is
free and open to the public. Friday, Dec. 2, 6:30 pm

Holiday on the Hudson
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Join the New York City Parks Department for a festive holiday celebration along the
Hudson River. The event will feature a tree lighting, live music performances, decoration
making, and complimentary hot chocolate while supplies last. The celebration is free and
open to the public. Saturday, Dec. 3, 4:30 pm

Lea K. Green Artist Talk: Sanford Biggers
Immerse yourself in a lively discussion about the arts at The Studio Museum in Harlem’s
seventh annual Lea K. Green Artist Talk. Harlem-based interdisciplinary artist Sanford
Biggers will be in conversation with artist and educator Derek Fordjour. The two will talk
about what inspires their creative processes and the importance of art programs at
HBCUs. The event is free. Monday, Dec. 5, 6:00 pm

Weekly Stretching Series @ The Forum
Join the Wellness Circle for a 30-minute midday meditation session at The Forum. The
weekly mindfulness series is hosted in partnership with the Harlem Wellness Center. All
levels are welcome. No equipment is needed. Tuesday, Dec. 6, 12:00 pm
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3 Manhattanville Auditing Program Participants Share
Their Columbia Classroom Experience

“I use what I learn in class in day-to-day life. I’m president of my block association
and I’m considered a community leader, so every opportunity I get, I like to share

knowledge with all groups of people I meet." ⁠— Nia Bediako

For Nia Bediako, a retired Citibank vice president of consumer banking, Roy Byrd, a retired
computer science researcher, and semi-retired art historian, Joyce Polistena, the pursuit of
knowledge is what led them to the lecture halls of Columbia University.

The trio of Upper Manhattan residents are part of the Manhattanville Course Auditing
Program: an initiative created by Columbia’s School of Professional Studies that gives
local residents the opportunity to attend select undergraduate courses at no cost. The
program is designed to foster opportunities for lifelong learning and cultivate community.
Learn about their experiences in the classroom and how you can get involved.

Become a Manhattanville
Course Auditor

From literature to linguistics, the
Manhattanville Course Auditing Program
offers an array of undergraduate courses
that are open to our neighbors. The
deadline to apply to audit during the
Spring 2023 semester is December 15,
2022. Learn more.

 

Neighbors Bulletin / Boletín —
November 2022

From thought-provoking community-driven
conversations centered on activism to the
final Uptown Night Market of the season
under the arches on 12th Avenue, there’s
so much happening in Upper Manhattan
this month! Check out our November
Bulletin, available in English and Spanish.

Empowering Second Act Stories

Read more
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Strategic Communication
Student Troy Blackwell Jr. Heads
to the Peace Corps
Troy Blackwell Jr.—who has deep New
York City roots—talks about his
experience at Columbia and how courses
at the School of Professional Studies
prepared him for his new role at the Peace
Corps.

Second Acts: It’s Never Too Late
to Go Back to School
Tap into the stories of these Columbia
scholars—some of whom are local New
Yorkers—who took a leap of faith and
went back to school. These stories
capture the essence of reinvention and
rediscovery.

Celebrating Five Years of the
SPS HBCU Fellowship Program
Columbia's HBCU Fellowship—a program
designed to prepare talented, high-
performing grads from HBCU schools to
lead and innovate through mentorship and
career development—recently celebrated
its fifth year.

See You Uptown at Lights on the Plaza!

Before the 29th Annual Harlem Holiday Lights Celebration kickoff at 6 pm on 125th and
Broadway, join Columbia University as we usher in the holiday season with a winter tree
lighting ceremony. Enjoy light refreshments alongside your neighbors as we illuminate the
Manhattanville campus. The festivities kick off on Tuesday, Nov. 15 at 5:15 pm. RSVP is
encouraged. Register here.

Upcoming Events

Uptown Night Market Season Finale
Join MASC Hospitality Group under the arches of Harlem’s iconic viaduct for the season
finale of Uptown Night Market. Intertwining cuisine, culture, and community, the festive
event captures the creativity that thrives in Upper Manhattan by celebrating the work of
local makers and artists. Thursday, Nov. 10, 4:00 pm

Schomburg Center Open House 2022
Stop by the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture’s annual open house to learn
more about the cultural institution’s programs, exhibitions, and departments. Attendees will
have the opportunity to connect with librarians, archivists, and curators, learn how to
conduct research using Schomburg's collections, tour the current exhibitions, and explore
the Schomburg’s archives. The event is free and open to the public. Saturday, Nov. 12,
12:00 pm

Harlem Arts Stroll
Experience Harlem’s arts scene through a neighborhood tour hosted by the Calabar
Gallery. The Harlem Arts Stroll was cultivated to celebrate the galleries, art spaces, and
art-centered businesses in the local community. Among the stops along the tour are the
Claire Oliver Gallery, JVS Project Space, and L'Espace De Rêve. Saturday, Nov. 12, 1:00
pm

ConEd Family Day: Make Your Own Suncatcher Ornament!
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Stop by this month’s edition of ConEd Family Day at Morris-Jumel Mansion. Pulling
inspiration from the stained glass rondelles at the historic house, youth will learn how to
create their own colorful window ornament to catch the rays of the sun. The event is free
and open to the public. Masking is required for all participants over the age of two.
Saturday, Nov. 12, 1:00 pm
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THE EYE | FEATURES

A Lifetime of Learning: Meet the Auditors
of Columbia

April 01, 2023, 3:24 PM

By Frances Cohen / Columbia Daily Spectator

Steven Sokolow walked up to me dressed in jeans, a navy blue water polo long sleeve, and

metal-framed glasses. It was early, and we were at Dear Mama coffee shop, Steven’s

suggested location to talk before his 10:10 a.m. Introduction to Film and Media Studies

class.

A retired lawyer turned assistant swim coach, Steven isn’t the type of person you might

expect to be taking an introductory undergraduate course. He told me that when he turned

60, he started to rethink what he wanted to be doing with his life.

“I sort of thought to myself—like, pretty much everything I’ve done is about someone

doing something wrong, or someone thinking they did. And I just didn’t want to be a

lawyer anymore,” he said, folding his hands thoughtfully.

So he went back to school. Sort of.

Steven is an auditor at Columbia through the Lifelong Learners program, which allows

individuals over the age of 65 who live in certain zip codes surrounding Columbia to audit

courses for free. I’d first noticed auditors in my U.S. history course taught by professor

Mark Carnes, who generally encouraged auditor participation in class. Though most

auditors kept to themselves, the few who spoke up and offered personal stories made me

wonder who these older adults in the lecture were.

By Jesse Levine
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I spoke with four auditors who, after graduating, establishing their own families and

careers, and living their own lives, decided to return to learning. They managed to

maintain a love of learning, or at least a desire to continue doing so, well after their days at

university. As a student who often feels the burdensome pressure of a school like

Columbia, I wondered how they charted their nonlinear paths back to the classroom.

***

“You go to school, you take notes, you take quizzes, you take exams, you write papers, you

get a grade, you go on to the next course.”

That’s how Phyllis Sperling described her previous experiences as a student. After

spending her undergraduate years at the City University of New York, she earned her

architectural degree from the Pratt Institute and an additional degree in 1975 from

Columbia’s Graduate School of Architecture, Planning, and Preservation.
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Phyllis has been a frequent auditor of Columbia courses for years, taking—by her count—

14 courses. Her first foray into auditing was casual; she said she began because of her

friendship with former Barnard Associate Provost Flora Davidson. In 2011, Phyllis had

asked Davidson if she could sit in on her course about the history of New York City, and was

immediately struck by it.

“I loved the course,” she told me, “and I loved going to school twice a week. And I loved

interacting with the students … the students seemed so bright and fresh. It was so nice to

be in that classroom.”

Phyllis was hooked from that point forward, but the infrastructure of the auditing program

had not yet been established. When she first started auditing, Phyllis had to independently
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reach out to the professors whose classes she desired to take and simply ask if she could sit

in.

Today, there are three auditing programs housed under Columbia’s School of Professional

Studies: general auditing, for any individual interested in auditing at Columbia;

Manhattanville course auditing, for local community members in Upper Manhattan or the

South Bronx; and Lifelong Learners auditing.

As the formal auditing program grew, Phyllis found it difficult to get into the courses she

sought—the auditor registration process is even narrower than the traditional one for

undergraduates. Some professors will only take one or two auditors for their courses,

Phyllis said, while others, like the professor who taught a Latin American history course

Phyllis enjoyed, allow as many as would fit in the class—by Phyllis’ estimate, eight to 12

auditors.

Auditors are allowed to register for courses only after the undergraduate students have

completed their registrations, and can do so either in person by meeting with their

advisors or online through SSOL.

“You have your finger poised at 8 o’clock, 9 o’clock, poised to press that button,” Phyllis

said. “And you press that button as soon as they open [the course] up, and you don’t get

into the class.”

When I asked Phyllis about her experience relating to the other students in her classes, she

told me, “You have to remember that we are advised to keep a very low profile in these

classes. We are advised to keep our mouths shut and to only answer questions if directly

asked.”

What Phyllis was referring to is Columbia’s official policy in regards to auditor

participation in classes, which explains that auditors are to be “silent participants in class”

and may only offer answers or observations in class with the professor’s permission.

But this “silent” participation was not always Phyllis’ experience in each class she audited.

In Carnes’ Reacting to the Past, a course focused on Galileo’s trial, Phyllis said she and the

three other auditors in the class—two of whom were lawyers—were faced with a dilemma:

to help the undergraduate students in their recreation of the trial or to stay out of it.

“We decided to basically edit if [the undergraduates] asked, and we decided to answer

questions if they were asked, but basically to keep a low profile because this was something

that they were supposed to be doing themselves,” she said.
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Other professors, though, were not as open to auditor participation or even auditor

presence in their courses, Phyllis said. After making a personal visit to a professor whose

class she was interested in taking, she said the professor told her that he was only

accepting two auditors.

“So I asked him,” Phyllis told me with shock in her voice. “And he said, ‘No, I can’t take

more than one or two auditors in a class because the students are intimidated.’”

Intimidating? Phyllis? It couldn’t be. She seemed more in awe of the students at Barnard

and Columbia than someone who might unnerve them.

“From the students I’ve seen at Barnard and Columbia,” she told me, as if she was letting

me in on a secret, “they’re not easily intimidated.”

***

When I asked Brad Fitzmaurice to specify the spelling of his name, he jokingly told me,

“It’s Brad—as in Pitt.”

Brad completed his education, which included a master’s degree in history, in Australia, he

told me over Zoom. He worked in government for 30 years, at one point serving as the

official representative of New South Wales to the United Kingdom. But in 2016, when his

wife was given a job offer she could not refuse across the world in New York City, he

decided to join her and found himself needing something to do.
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With a particular interest in American history, Brad formally audited six classes at

Columbia, by his estimation, with several others he said he just sat in on. Brad particularly

noted professor Kenneth T. Jackson’s History of New York course and another on

intellectual history.

Brad has taken two courses with Carnes. It was in both Carnes’ lecture United States 1940-

1975 and his seminar Reacting to the Past, also on the trial of Galileo, in which Brad said he

felt auditors were most able to contribute through in-class participation.

“It actually just brought a new dimension to the discussion to have someone speak from

direct experience rather than the professor at the front of the room,” Brad said, adding

that the firsthand knowledge he and the other auditors in the class were able to provide

was particularly useful as several of them had lived through the historical events covered

in the class.

“I’ve always broken that rule and encouraged the participation,” Carnes said of the “silent

participation” expectation. He immediately followed up his statement with a recognition

that perhaps the rule is in place to prevent auditors from monopolizing class discussions,

but that he had never had an issue driving the conversation forward.

Indeed, auditors bring something “different and unexpected” to a classroom, Carnes said.

Of the many auditors he has taught, Carnes, who has been teaching in the Barnard history

department since 1982, noted two in particular: a fabulously wealthy man who had made

his millions in an early merger and another who was an embassy official who had led the

American hostages in the Iranian embassy takeover. Carnes covers both the merger

movement of the early 1970s in the United States and the diplomatic leadup to the embassy

takeover in Iran in class.

“Certainly [the University] need[s] to get rid of the participation restriction and make that

something that the instructor can adjudicate so [auditors] don’t feel that they’re breaking

a rule if they participate,” Carnes said.

While he wasn’t allowed to participate in classes as the average undergraduate would, Brad

expressed his gratitude for the opportunities he could still access as an auditor.

“I think the thing that stands out to me of my experience at Columbia, sitting in on the

classes, was the access to the professors there. I mean, they were outstanding,” he said.

“And for me to be able to be part of that whole learning experience, that was the highlight

to me, and it was quite inspiring.”

Despite his overall enjoyment of the auditing program, Brad said he thought it lacked a

means of getting to know other auditors. Taking on a more somber tone, he described his

experience as an auditor as “isolated” in the sense that “unless you make a concerted

https://www.columbiaspectator.com/eye/
https://www.facebook.com/columbiaspectator
https://twitter.com/ColumbiaSpec
https://www.instagram.com/columbiaspec
https://www.columbiaspectator.com/eye/
https://www.facebook.com/columbiaspectator


effort to reach out to other people, there is no sort of vehicle to pick up from what other

people’s experiences are.”

While Brad was able to form a few lasting relationships with some of the undergraduate

students in his classes, he didn’t find that he was able to form such relationships with

other auditors, a challenge he attributed to the fact that most didn’t spend the same

amount of time on campus as he did.

“I would say, you know, ‘Tuesdays and Thursdays were days at Uni,’ so I would spend the

day on campus and enjoy everything that [Morningside] Heights had to offer,” Brad said.

He told me he read histories of Columbia to familiarize himself with the buildings on

campus. He explored Grant’s Tomb, discovered where the Trillings lived near campus, and

frequented “that coffee shop where Seinfeld was filmed.”

“It was more of a self-discovery tour for me, you know,” he said. “There was never a time

where I didn’t have anything to do.”

***

When I was scheduling my interview with my next auditor, Karen S. Kissileff, she told me

in an email that her schedule was tight: Though she is retired, she tries to plan lots of

activities. Keeping busy seems to be a pattern in Karen’s life—she completed her Bachelor

of Science in education from the University of Pennsylvania in 1963 in a mere three and a

half years. During this time, she took “nothing except for what [she] absolutely had to

take.” Why?

“All I wanted was to get out and get my degree,” she told me emphatically.
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Though she doesn’t consider her rapid and focused progression through her

undergraduate education to be a mistake, in retrospect, Karen does ask herself, “Oh my

God, what did I do?”

Karen worked as a teacher for four and a half years after graduating before having two

children and leaving the workforce for several years. When she was ready to return to

work, she said, she knew that she didn’t want to be a teacher anymore. She took a job as a

nutrition manager at a senior center, and received her master’s degree in social work from

the Wurzweiler School of Social Work at Yeshiva University in 1980.

Karen’s husband was a faculty member at Columbia, and as part of his retirement

agreement, she has been able to audit courses at Columbia for free. She set out to register

as an auditor in 2006, but had an “extraordinarily difficult” time doing so, she told me.

After exhausting everything she knew to do in order to identify how to register, she

resorted, at the suggestion of her husband, to writing a letter to University President Lee

Bollinger.
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Though Bollinger didn’t get back to her, someone from the retirement office did. With the

help of Columbia University Information Technology, she managed to register for two

courses that first semester.

As an auditor, Karen said she found herself taking classes that she would have never taken

during her undergraduate education—not only because she sought to finish her

undergraduate degree as quickly as possible, but also because she feared that she wouldn’t

have received a good grade in the course.

“I’m so glad I never had to take a music course for a grade, because I would never have

passed,” she told me. But as an auditor, she took a music course with a focus on Jewish

music.

“It was fascinating. It was the most fun,” she said. “I would never have passed that course.

No way.”

About halfway through our conversation, I asked Karen if she was auditing anything at the

moment. She began to respond, but cut herself off with an animated exclamation: “Oh! You

know what the best part of the auditing is? I have a student ID!”

At one point in her auditing experience, Karen took an art history course—another that she

would have never taken during her undergraduate years. Her professor had planned for the

class to visit Green-Wood Cemetery in Brooklyn on a Saturday during the semester. Karen

wasn’t able to join her class as she is a Sabbath observer, but she went later with a friend,

aided by some books on the cemetery given to her by her professor.

Since then, Karen and her friend have been traveling to every museum that you can access

for free with a Columbia student ID. Now, when she and her husband have visitors, Karen

gives them several recommendations of places to go in the city.

“And they’re sitting there with their mouths open saying, ‘How did you know about all of

these places?’ Student ID. Student ID from Columbia,” she said.

***

Steven grew up in Riverdale, New York, attending the Horace Mann School before enrolling

at the University of Pennsylvania where he studied English and history as an

undergraduate. He said he was inspired to pursue a career in law after attending a dinner

with former Senator Sam Ervin, the chairman of the Watergate Committee. After attending

the New York University School of Law, Steven became a prosecutor in the Manhattan

district attorney’s office. He worked there for several years, spent some time in law firms
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—which he did not particularly enjoy—and then transitioned to working in-house at a

pharmaceutical company, mostly doing litigation and investigations.

His impetus for auditing at Columbia? Throughout his life since college, Steven had

maintained an interest in history, specifically that of World War II, by reading dense

historical books, which are, as he described it, “not like beach fiction.” Given his continued

interest in the field, he sought to take a course.
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 Photo by Frances Cohen

Since he began auditing at Columbia, Steven has taken courses for four semesters. He’s

currently taking Professor Robert King’s Introduction to Film and Media Studies course.

He also took History of the Modern Middle East with Professor Rashid Khalidi.

When I asked Steven about what it was like to take courses without the worry of exams or

grades, he told me, “It’s liberating in a way. I mean, yes, all of my higher education had

been, you had to do well. And [auditing] was just for me. There’s no one else who’s going to

review my performance.”

Even in his career as a prosecutor and lawyer, Steven said, his performance was constantly

being scrutinized. Instead of associating college with constant performance assessments,

it is where he’s gone to escape them.

“For me,” he said, “it’s just a purely intellectual pursuit. I don’t have to write a paper or

take a test. So I just go there and I enjoy the lecture. And I usually go home and my wife

asks me about [the lecture], and we talk about it.”

Steven’s take on what undergraduate students have to gain from auditors was different

than I had expected.

“I guess my philosophy, if you will—it’s too grand a word—but is, I think, it’s your time,”

he said, gesturing to me. “You and your classmates. It’s your time, it’s not my time.”

***

Throughout my conversations with Steven, Brad, Phyllis, and Karen, a throughline

emerged regarding their reasoning for continuing their education: They needed something

to keep their minds sharp in retirement.
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“There’s something about putting your mind to something and learning a new thing. And

if you don’t have the pressure to do it, it’s just as pleasurable as hiking or swimming …

you’re keeping your body in shape, but you also need to keep your mind in shape,” Phyllis

told me. “And learning new things is the best way to do it, and as far as I’m concerned, the

most fun.”

Steven echoed this: “When you retire and you’re older, you’ve got to keep your mind

active.”

“Because otherwise,” he said, looking me in the eye, “it’s terrifying. It would be terrifying.

And so I get ready for [class] by sort of being excited about it and realizing that this is a

good and important thing that I’m doing.” 

Eye Staff Writer Jesse Levine can be contacted at jesse.levine@columbiaspectator.com.

Follow The Eye on Instagram.

Want to keep up with breaking news? Subscribe to Spectator’s email newsletter and like

Spectator on Facebook.
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About Columbia University
For more than 250 years, Columbia has been a leader in higher education in the nation and around the world. At the core 
of our wide range of academic inquiry is the commitment to attract and engage the best minds in pursuit of greater human 
understanding, pioneering new discoveries, and service to society.

Our distinguished faculty, alumni and student body are expanding the boundaries of knowledge in medicine, sciences, the 
arts, humanities, and the professions. The University offers an outstanding and comprehensive array of academic programs. 
These include three undergraduate schools, thirteen graduate and professional schools, a world-renowned medical center, four 
affiliated colleges and seminaries, twenty-five libraries, and more than one hundred research centers and institutes.

Columbia is both global and local in focus. As a vital part of New York, our research and teaching are enhanced by the vast 
resources of one of the world’s greatest cities. We are an intellectual community of some 40,000 students, faculty and staff who 
work continually to expand our mission of teaching, research, patient care, and public service.

For additional historical background, please visit: http://www.columbia.edu/content/history.html

About the School of Professional Studies
The School of Professional Studies at Columbia University is a resource for those who wish to take their lives in new directions.
Our students are motivated, serious, academically oriented people who seek professional, personal, or academic development in 
subjects that range from the sciences to the humanities to the arts.

The scope of the School extends far beyond evening classes for returning students. Our programs serve not only non-degree 
and professional students, but also hundreds of graduate and undergraduate Columbia matriculates every year.

We currently offer

•	 Fourteen professional master’s degrees 
•	 Postbaccalaureate study in over 100 subject areas 
•	 Over 50 high school program curricular options 
•	 Nine levels of ESL instruction 
•	 Access to Arts and Sciences courses through the Auditing and Lifelong Learning Programs 
•	 The University’s Summer Sessions

Though these offerings are diverse, our programs are unified by our mission: to provide a rigorous education, informed by 
rapidly evolving global market needs, that supports the academic and professional aspirations of our student community.

Please explore our site and consider all that Columbia’s School of Professional Studies has to offer.
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THE STUDENT HANDBOOK 

The student handbook contains the information students need most urgently in order to establish themselves at Columbia.  
In addition to the student handbook we encourage SPS students to refer to our website (http://sps.columbia.edu/) for  
program-specific information. 

The School of Professional Studies is your first point of contact at Columbia. If you are unable to find information regarding 
student services, academic advising and/or resources in this handbook or online, please contact either your program director or 
Student Affairs. Please be advised that policies and procedures at other schools at Columbia may be different and/or not apply 
to Professional Studies  students. Thus, it is important that you communicate with us directly with your questions.

Email: 	 sps-studentaffairs@columbia.edu 
Phone: 	(212) 854-0419

Please save this handbook for future reference. 

Your Academic Experience
Your program director and/or faculty advisor are your primary contacts for questions regarding your course of study, degree 
requirements and course content. 

The Office of Student Affairs is your primary contact for questions regarding academic policy and procedures, and changes in 
your student status. 

What follows is an outline of important information related to some of the School of Professional Studies policies and 
procedures, including what constitutes satisfactory progress toward degree, the grading system, and how to manage changes in 
your student status, such as leaves of absence and withdrawals.



Student Handbook

Page 3

SATISFACTORY ACADEMIC PROGRESS

A student’s academic progress is considered to be satisfactory when a student maintains at least the minimum grade point 
average required for their program, completes a minimum of 67% of their total attempted credits, and completes their 
program within the maximum time frame of their respective program.

The academic progress of each student is reviewed shortly after the end of each term. After the review of records has  
been completed, students will be alerted to any identified deficiencies and told of the consequences of failure to remedy  
the deficiencies.

After one term of unsatisfactory progress, if a student has a second term of unsatisfactory progress, the student is subject to 
dismissal from the academic program and the School of Professional Studies. Students earning grades of D or F in a term may 
also be dismissed. All decisions to place a student on academic probation or to dismiss for academic reasons are subject to 
appeal. A transcript notation will be made when students are expelled or dismissed from the School of Professional Studies.

Federal Financial Aid–Title IV Eligibility
To receive financial aid under the programs authorized by Title IV of the Higher Education Act (HEA–College Work-Study, 
Perkins Loan, Stafford/SLS loans), a student must maintain satisfactory academic progress according to the standards and 
practices of the institution in which the student is enrolled. A student who is not maintaining satisfactory progress, and whose 
inadequate progress is not judged to be attributable to mitigating circumstances, is ineligible to receive Title IV financial aid.

Grade Point Average
Degree candidates must complete all requirements for the degree with an overall minimum GPA of 3.0 (B). Every course 
creditable toward the degree or certification must be taken for a letter grade. Students in certification programs are required to 
maintain an overall minimum GPA of 3.0 (B). Every course creditable toward the certificate must be taken for a letter grade. 
Postbaccalaureate (non-certification) and Visiting students must maintain an overall minimum GPA of 2.0 (C).

Pace of Completion
Students must complete a minimum of 67% of their attempted credits. In order to calculate the percentage of completed 
credits, divide completed credits by attempted credits and multiply by 100.

Maximum Time Frame
Students must complete all requirements for degree programs and non-degree programs within the time prescribed by each 
program. Programs must be completed within the following timeframe:

M.S. in Actuarial Science	 3 Years
M.S. in Applied Analytics	 2 years
M.S. in Bioethics	 3 Years
M.S. in Communications Practice	 2 Years
M.S. in Construction Administration	 5 Years
M.S. in Enterprise Risk Management	 3-5 Consecutive Terms
M.S. in Fundraising Management	 4 Years
M.S. in Information and Knowledge Strategy	 16 Months
M.S. in Narrative Medicine	 3 Years
M.S. in Negotiation and Conflict Resolution	 3 Years
M.S. in Sports Management	 4 Years
M.S. in Sports Management - Global Sports Law	 16 Months
M.S. in Strategic Communications	 16 Months
M.S. in Sustainability Management	 3 Years
M.S. in Technology Management	 16 Months
Actuarial Science Certification - Online	 2 Years
Advanced Business Certificate	 3 Years
Bioethics Certification–Online	 2 Years
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Biotechnology Certificate	 3 Years
Business Certification	 2 Years
Classics Certificate	 3 Years
Critical Issues in International Relations Certification 	 2 Years 
(Summer Only)	 2 Years
Ecology, Evolution, and Environmental Biology Certificate 	 3 Years 
(EEEB)	 2 Years
Environment, Peace, and Security Certification	 2 Year
Enterprise Risk Management Certification	 2 Year
Graduate Foundations Certification	 2 Years
Human Rights Certification (Summer Only)	 2 Years
Psychology Certificate	 2 Years
Quantitative Studies for Finance Certificate	 3 Years
Sustainability Analytics Certification	 2 Years
Sustainable Finance	 4 Terms
Sustainable Water Management Certification	 2 Years
United Nations Studies Certification (Summer Only)	 2 Years

Appeals of Academic Probation or Dismissal
When a student believes that either academic probation or dismissal has been decided upon unfairly or 
inappropriately, students may appeal the decision as follows:

Students in Degree Programs
Students may appeal the decision first to the Associate Dean of Student Affairs. If still aggrieved, the 
student may send a final appeal to the Dean of the School of Professional Studies.

Students in Non-Degree Programs
Students may appeal the decision to the Associate Dean of Non-Degree Programs. If still aggrieved, the 
student may appeal to the Associate Dean of Student Affairs. A student may then send a final appeal to 
the Dean of the School of Professional Studies.

GRADING SYSTEM

The University grading system is as follows:

A = excellent 
B = good 
C = fair 
D = poor but passing 
F = failure (the grade of F is a final grade and is not subject to reexamination)

Plus and minus grades are also used, except with D. 

Unofficial Withdrawal (UW)
As of Fall 2015, this grading option is no longer available for School of Professional Studies students. 

Withdrawal (W)
Students are not permitted to have a course deleted from their academic record after the drop deadline (the fifth week of classes). If 
a student withdraws from a course after the drop deadline and no later than the eleventh week of classes, the transcript will show a 
mark of W for that course. This is a permanent mark and will remain on the transcript even if the student repeats the course.

Grade point 
averages are 
computed on 
the following 
scale: 

A+ 	= � 4.33 

A 	 = � 4.00 

A- 	 = � 3.67

B+ 	= � 3.33 

B 	 = � 3.00 

B- 	 = � 2.67

C+ 	= � 2.33 

C 	 = � 2.00 

C- 	 = � 1.65

D 	 = � 1.00

F 	 = � 0.00



Student Handbook

Page 5

Students may not drop or withdraw from any course after the eleventh week of classes. After that point, students will receive 
whatever letter grade they have earned in the course. 

INC (Incomplete)
Granted only with the permission of the Office of Student Affairs in consultation with the course instructor. Students who 
wish to receive the mark of INC must submit a petition in writing to the Office of Student Affairs before the last day of class; 
no petition will be accepted after that date. The purpose of the mark of INC is to permit postponement of the final written 
work or exam for the course when incapacitating illness (as certified in writing by the University Health Service or by a private 
medical practitioner), serious family emergency, or other comparably grave situations require such postponement. The major 
portion of the course requirements must have been completed if a student is to be eligible for the mark of INC.

Students who are granted the mark of INC must agree with the course instructor on a terminal date for the completion of the 
work required for the course. The mark of INC becomes a permanent mark when the course work is not completed by the 
assigned deadline. In extraordinary instances, a maximum one-term extension may be granted by the Office of Student Affairs. 
Students with marks of INC in 50 percent or more of their coursework will not be permitted to register for the following term. 
An INC may not be removed by auditing or otherwise attending the course a second time. 

If you request an incomplete in a class you will need to submit this form to the Office of Student Affairs: http://assets.ce.columbia.
edu/pdf/slar/Application_for_INC.pdf. You may submit the form in person in 203 Lewisohn Hall or via email: sps-studentaffairs@
columbia.edu. Students are required to consult their professors regarding their decision/request.

Advanced Standing
Students in Master of Science programs may petition their Program Director for Advanced Standing if they believe coursework 
they have previously done is duplicative. To petition for Advanced Standing, students must submit a petition with a copy of 
the course description and an official university transcript for consideration.

Students granted Advanced Standing will be exempted from no more than two courses (6 points). Prior coursework must have 
been completed with a grade of B or better. Advanced standing will typically only be awarded if the course(s) completed was/
were taken within four years (12 terms) of the completion of all requirements for the degree.

GPA Calculation
When the registrar calculates the grade point average, courses are weighted according to the number of credit points. In the 
case of repeated courses, only the grades earned for the first attempt will be figured into the grade point average. Except in the 
case of a grade issued to replace an INC authorized by the Office of Student Affairs, all grades are based exclusively on the work 
completed by students during the term a course is offered, i.e., supplementary or revised work completed after a course has 
ended may not become the basis of a change of grade except in the case of an authorized INC. 
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CHANGES IN YOUR STUDENT STATUS

Should you need, after you begin your program and register for classes, to request a leave of absence, withdraw permanently 
from your program, or otherwise change your student status, you will need to let both your program director and the Office of 
Student Affairs know.

There are forms associated with making changes to both your course of study and to your student status. This section explains 
them in further detail. 

Leave of Absence
Degree candidates who must interrupt studies for a compelling reason may be granted a Leave of Absence for a stated period, 
usually not to exceed one year. During the period of leave a student may not use Universities facilities. Approved leaves are 
entered on a student’s permanent academic record. The period of a Leave of Absence is not counted as part of the time allowed 
for the completion of degree requirements.

Students who intend to take a Leave of Absence must submit a Request for Leave of Absence form to the Office of Student Affairs.

Medical Leave of Absence
A student who must interrupt study temporarily because of physical or psychological illness may request a Medical Leave 
or Withdrawal from the Office of Student Affairs. A Medical Leave of Absence is contingent upon the submission of 
documentation from a health care professional. The student must provide documentation from a health care professional 
confirming that the student is unable to engage in graduate study; such documentation may include a statement as to when the 
student may be expected to resume studies. Medical leaves will not be granted retroactively.

Medical Certification of Readiness for Resumption of Studies
In order to return after a medical leave students may be required to provide the Office of Student Affairs with written approval 
of a health care professional who treated the student during the leave, confirming that the student is capable of returning to 
graduate study and proposing any recommended qualifications (e.g., part-time study).

The Office of Student Affairs may also require an assessment interview to be conducted by a member of the Counseling and 
Psychological Service staff and/or a member of the Primary Care Medical Services staff depending on the health condition 
which necessitated the Leave.

Refund of Tuition and Fees
All students who withdraw or take a Leave of Absence during a semester in which they are registered are charged a $75 
withdrawal fee. Tuition is refunded on a prorated basis. No fees are refunded after the second week of the semester. The 
Registrar’s office publishes a schedule of refunds for tuition and fees based on the week in the semester during which the 
withdrawal or leave is approved.

Leave for Military Duty
Any student who is a member of the National Guard or other reserve component of the armed forces of the United States 
or of a state organized militia and is called or ordered to active duty will be granted a military leave of absence for the period 
of active duty and for one year thereafter. Upon return from military leave of absence, the student will be restored to the 
educational status attained prior to being called or ordered to such duty without loss of academic credits earned, scholarships or 
grants awarded, or tuition or other fees paid prior to the commencement of active duty. The University will credit any tuition 
or fees paid for the period of the military leave of absence to the next enrollment period or will refund the tuition and fees paid 
to the student, at the student’s option. Students in need of a military leave of absence should contact the Dean of Students for 
their school.

Student Financial Services
Students receiving financial aid and taking a leave should immediately notify Student Financial Services to discuss if/how the 
leave effects their aid.



Student Handbook

Page 7

International Students
Students on a J1 or F1 visa who intend to take a Leave of Absence must contact the International Students and Scholars Office 
as soon as possible.

Withdrawing 
The University defines withdrawing as dropping one’s entire program of courses in any given semester. Ceasing to attend classes 
or simply notifying the instructor does not constitute withdrawing.

Over the course of the first half of a term, varying percentages of tuition are refunded, depending on the date when a student 
withdraws. For the schedule, see Withdrawal and Refunds http://sps.columbia.edu/student-life-and-alumni-relations/withdrawal-
and-tuition-refund.

NOTICE OF WITHDRAWAL FORM

Complete the Notice of Withdrawal form if you intend to drop all of your courses this term. All fields with an asterisk are 
required. You can locate your C-Number/PID in your Academic Profile at Student Services Online (SSOL) (http://ssol.columbia.
edu). There is a drop down menu under Show My Name and Personal Data, click on Hide My Name and Personal Data and then 
click on Update My View. A non-refundable, $75 fee is applied to all withdrawals. To see if you are entitled to a refund, please 
visit Withdrawal & Tuition Refund for the fall and spring terms or for the summer sessions. Please check your account on Student 
Services Online (SSOL) approximately two weeks after submission to either pay your bill or to request a refund.

You may pay your bill either online through SSOL or send checks payable to:
Columbia University, Student Account Payment, 210 Kent Hall, 1140 Amsterdam Avenue, New York, NY, 10027.

Please be sure to include your UNI or PID, also known as your C-number. If you are entitled to a refund, refunds are automatic 
for all School of Professional Studies programs except American Language Program and Auditors/Lifelong Learners. Students in 
the ALP or auditing programs should log-on to SSOL to request a refund after the withdrawal has been processed. For those who 
will receive an automatic refund and do not have direct deposit set-up, please log onto to SSOL to see where your check will be 
mailed to.

Students enrolled in both full term and partial term, or in multiple, partial term online Business Certification courses are NOT 
ELIGIBLE for the partial term withdrawal refund schedules. Students who wish to drop partial term courses must do so during 
the Change of Program periods associated with each of those partial terms. If students drop individual, partial term courses after 
the partial term Change of Program periods, they will be responsible for the full cost of the course.

Withdrawals processed will be refunded
by week 1 & week 2 100%
by week 3 90%
by week 4 80%
by week 5 70%
by week 6 60%
by week 7 50%
by week 8 40%
by week 9 0%

ACADEMIC RESOURCES

Libraries
The Libraries are wonderful gathering places to pursue scholarly research, to learn about and use information technology, to 
write, to study, and to draw on our rich collection of print and electronic resources.
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At your disposal is a fully integrated research library. Columbia’s Libraries, with over 10 million volumes, over 100,000 
current journals and serials, and an extensive collection of electronic resources, manuscripts, rare books, microforms, and other 
nonprint formats, rank as one of the top five academic library systems in the nation. We hope you will explore one or more of 
the 22 libraries at Columbia and its affiliated institutions to access the rich array of both traditional and electronic information 
services. For more information, visit: http://library.columbia.edu/

Writing Center The Writing Center provides writing support to students enrolled in Columbia courses. In one-on-one 
consultations and workshops, writing consultants offer feedback and strategies to help students improve at every stage of their 
writing, from brainstorming to final drafts. The Writing Center is open throughout the academic year – fall semester, spring 
semester, and Summer Session.

To learn more about the Writing Center or to schedule an appointment with a writing consultant, please visit their main office 
in 310 Philosophy Hall or visit their website: http://www.college.columbia.edu/core/uwp/writing-center 

Computer Labs
A number of different types of computing facilities are available to students of the university. These facilities range from simple 
informational kiosks to high-end workstations to walk-in consulting centers. Access requirements and schedules are provided in 
the detailed descriptions for each location. Please visit the website: http://cuit.columbia.edu/

Library Information Office 
201 Butler Library 
535 West 114th Street 
New York, NY 10027 
lio@columbia.edu 
(212) 854-7309

Area Studies 
302-309 International Affairs 
420 W. 118th Street 
New York, NY 10027 
area@libraries.cul.columbia.edu 
(212) 854-3630

Avery Architectural & Fine Arts Library 
300 Avery, 1172 Amsterdam Avenue 
New York, NY 10027 
avery@libraries.cul.columbia.edu 
(212) 854-3501

Barnard College Library 
Lehman Hall, 3009 Broadway 
New York, NY 10027 
refdesk@barnard.edu  
(212) 854-3953 

Biological Sciences Collection 
biology@libraries.cul.columbia.edu 
(212) 854-4715

Burke Library 
Union Theological Seminary 
3041 Broadway 
New York, NY 10027 
burke@libraries.cul.columbia.edu 
(212) 851-5606

Business & Economics Library 
(Thomas J. Watson Library) 
130 Uris, 3022 Broadway 
New York, NY 10027 
business@libraries.cul.columbia.edu 
(212) 854-7804

Butler Library 
(Nicholas Murray Butler Library) 
535 West 114th Street 
New York, NY 10027 
butler@libraries.cul.columbia.edu 
(212) 854-7309

Center for Human Rights 
Documentation & Research 
318 International Affairs 
420 W 118th Street 
New York, NY 10027 
chrdr@columbia.edu  
(212) 854-3630

Chemistry Collection 
chemistry@libraries.cul.columbia.edu 
(212) 854-4709

Columbia Center for Oral History 
801 Butler Library 
535 West 114th Street 
New York, NY 10027 
oralhist@libraries.cul.columbia.edu  
(212) 854-7083

Columbia University Archives 
Butler Library, 6th Floor East 
535 West 114th Street 
New York, NY 10027 
uarchives@columbia.edu 
(212) 854-3786

East Asian Library  
(C.V. Starr Library) 
300 Kent, 1140 Amsterdam Avenue 
New York, NY 10027 
starr@libraries.cul.columbia.edu 
(212) 854-4318

Engineering Library  
(Ambrose Monell Library) 
422 S.W. Mudd 
500 W. 120th Street 
New York, NY 10027 
engineering@libraries.cul.columbia.edu 
(212) 854-2976

Geology Library 
601 Schermerhorn 
1190 Amsterdam Avenue 
New York, NY 10027 
geology@libraries.cul.columbia.edu 
(212) 854-4713

Geoscience Library 
Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory 
Palisades, NY 
geology@libraries.cul.columbia.edu 
(845) 365-8808

Health Sciences Library 
701 West 168th Street 
New York, NY 10032 
hs-library@columbia.edu 
(212) 305-3692

Journalism Library 
203 Journalism, 2950 Broadway 
New York, NY 10027 
journalism@libraries.cul.columbia.edu 
(212) 854-3916

Law Library 
(Arthur W. Diamond Library) 
316 Greene 
New York, NY 10027 
(212) 854-3737

Lehman Social Sciences Library 
300 International Affairs 
420 W. 118th St. 
New York, NY 10027 
lehman@libraries.cul.columbia.edu  
(212) 854-4170

Mathematics Library 
303 Mathematics 
2990 Broadway 
New York, NY 10027 
mathsci@libraries.cul.columbia.edu 
(212) 854-4712

Milstein Undergraduate Library 
Butler Library 
535 West 114th St. 
New York, NY 10027 
undergrad@libraries.cul.columbia.edu 
(212) 854-5327

Music & Arts Library 
(Gabe M. Wiener Library) 
701 Dodge, 2960 Broadway 
New York, NY 10027 
music@libraries.cul.columbia.edu 
(212) 854-4711

Physics & Astronomy Collection 
physics@libraries.cul.columbia.edu 
(212) 854-3943

Psychology Collection 
psychology@libraries.cul.columbia.edu 
(212) 854-4714

Rare Book & Manuscript Library 
Butler Library, 6th Floor East 
535 West 114th Street 
New York, NY 10027 
rbml@libraries.cul.columbia.edu  
(212) 854-5153
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Science & Engineering Library 
401 Northwest Corner Building  
550 West 120th Street  
New York, NY 10027 
ref-sci@columbia.edu 
(212) 851-2950

Social Work Library 
1255 Amsterdam Ave., 2nd Floor 
New York, NY 10027 
socwk@libraries.cul.columbia.edu  
(212) 851-2194

Computer Labs

LABS WITH  
CONSULTANTS PRESENT

212, 213 & 213A Butler Library 
36 Windows stations 
4 Macintosh stations

251 Engineering Terrace/Gussman Lab 
80 Windows stations 
6 Macintosh stations

323 International Affairs Building 
39 Windows stations 
8 Macintosh stations 
22 stations for group work (DSSC)

215 Lehman Library (EDS) 
13 Windows stations

LABS WITHOUT CONSULTANTS

200 & 300 Lerner Hall, Student Center 
28 Windows stations 
10 Macintosh stations 
6 ColumbiaNet

Hands-On Electronic Classrooms

CLASSROOMS WITH CONSULTANTS 
PRESENT

252 Engineering Terrace 
18 Windows stations

CLASSROOMS WITHOUT CONSULTANTS

407 Mathematics 
20 Windows stations

558 Schermerhorn Ext. 
15 Macintosh stations

Registration

NEW STUDENTS: ONLINE REGISTRATION

Online registration on Student Services Online (SSOL) (http://ssol.columbia.edu): 

CHOOSING YOUR COURSES

The Directory of Classes (http://www.columbia.edu/cu/bulletin/uwb/) is Columbia’s online course bulletin. Use it to locate courses’ 
five-digit call numbers (which you’ll need to register), to find out when and where courses meet, who the professors are, to 
see if courses require departmental or professor permission, to check enrollment numbers and to see if courses are lectures or 
seminars, among other things.

IDENTIFY AND REGISTER FOR COURSES WHICH NEED APPROVAL

Some courses require the approval of either the professor teaching them or the department offering them. To determine 
whether or not the course you want to register for requires approval, check the “Approvals Required” line on the course’s 
webpage on the Directory of Classes: http://www.columbia.edu/cu/bulletin/uwb/. If you see “Department” or “Instructor” listed 
in the “Approvals Required” line, you will need to secure approval in writing (a print-out of an email from a professor is 
fine). Also check the “Open To” line. If you do not see “School of Professional Studies” listed you will need to secure written 
approval even if it says “None” in the “Approvals Required” line. You will not be able to register online for courses that 
require written approval. You will have to come to in-person registration with either an email print-out of the approval, or a 
signed Registration and Add/Drop form. You do not need an appointment to register in person.

CROSS-REGISTRATION

If a course is offered through another school, SPS students will have to cross-register for it. In order to determine whether a 
course is offered through another school, please check the “Division” line on the course’s webpage in the Directory of Classes. 
If it lists a school other than SPS and doesn’t list SPS in the “Open To” line, you will most likely have to cross-register to take 
it. For approval to cross-register and instructions about how to do so, please consult with your program director.
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HOW TO REGISTER ONLINE FOR COURSES IN THE SCHOOL OF PROFESSIONAL STUDIES

You may register yourself online (https://ssol.columbia.edu) on Student Services Online using your Columbia email and password. 
All students are assigned registration appointment times: http://registrar.columbia.edu/content/appointment-times-and-pins. You can 
only register online during these appointment times. These appointment times will be available on Student Services Online 
(https://ssol.columbia.edu) about two weeks prior to the registration period.

CHANGE OF PROGRAM PERIOD 

Change of Program Period lasts approximately the first two weeks of each semester. Refer to the Academic Calender for Specific 
dates: http://sps.columbia.edu/calendars/academic-calendar 

Dropping Individual Classes
The Change of Program Period is a window of opportunity during which you may drop individual courses from your schedule 
without financial penalty. You may drop an individual course online on SSOL.

Withdrawing from All of Your Classes
You may also withdraw, meaning drop all of the courses you’re registered for during the Change of Program Period and receive 
a full tuition refund but a $75 withdrawal fee is assessed. You must submit the Notice of Withdrawal form  
http://sps.columbia.edu/withdrawal  directly to the Office of Student Affairs.

Adding Classes
Students may add courses through the Change of Program Period. Those who register for the first time during the Change of 
Program Period are charged a late registration fee of $50. 

AFTER THE CHANGE OF PROGRAM PERIOD ENDS 

Dropping Individual Classes
If you drop one of several courses you’re registered for after the change of program deadline, you will not receive any tuition 
back. There is no refund schedule associated with dropping individual classes. The University deadline for dropping an 
individual course for 0% tuition refund for each semester the dates are posted on the Academic Calender. For the future 
dates please check: http://sps.columbia.edu/calendars/academic-calendar/spring-2016 .

Withdrawing from All of Your Classes
If you withdraw, meaning drop all of your classes after the change of program deadline you will receive a percentage of your 
tuition back and a $75 withdrawal fee is assessed. Here is a link to the tuition refund schedule: http://sps.columbia.edu/Student-life-
and-alumni-relations/Withdrawal-and-Tuition-Refund. If you are entitled to a refund you will have to request that refund online on 
SSOL. If you withdraw after the change of program period you will not receive a refund for your student fees.

Adding Classes
If you wish to register for a course after the change of program deadline you may make the request on SSOL and it will 
require electronic approval of the instructor and your advisor. You will also be charged a late registration fee of $100 if you are 
registering for the first time in the term. 
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Your Community

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND COMMUNITY STANDARDS

Columbia University expects that its students will act with honesty and propriety at all times and will respect the rights of 
others. It is fundamental University policy that academic dishonesty in any guise or personal conduct of any sort that disrupts 
the life of the University or denigrates or endangers members of the University community is unacceptable and will be dealt 
with severely.

Because the School of Professional Studies takes matters of intellectual integrity very seriously, academic dishonesty is not 
tolerated. Acts of academic dishonesty include but are not limited to:

•	 Cheating on examinations
•	 Making up information
•	 Misrepresenting one’s academic record at Columbia or elsewhere
•	 Plagiarizing another’s work or one’s own
•	 Assisting others in plagiarism
•	� Making false statements in connection with any academic matter, including applications for admission and  

financial aid
•	 Creating, altering, or misusing University documents or credentials
•	 Improperly using libraries or materials contained therein

The School of Professional Studies also prohibits conduct that disrupts or interferes with the operation of the University or 
with the activities of other members of the University community. Instances of such behavior include but are not limited to:

•	 Harassing, coercing, or intimidating others
•	� Making rude, abusive, or derogatory remarks about another person’s gender, race, ethnicity, religion, disability,  

age, or sexual orientation
•	 Interfering with or disrupting research or instruction
•	 Improperly using University services, equipment, or facilities, including University e-mail and telephones
•	 Failing to comply with a legitimate order of a University authority acting in the line of duty

Academic and behavioral infractions carry severe penalties. Plagiarism, for example, whether or not it is intentional, results in a failing 
grade on the assignment and in the course. For degree candidates, this means immediate dismissal from their program of study.

Students, faculty members, or Columbia staff members who have concerns or complaints about a student’s behavior, including 
issues pertaining to academic integrity, are asked to contact the Associate Dean of Student Affairs to discuss the concern. Based on 
the conversation with the complainant, the Associate Dean of Student Affairs will determine whether or not the complaint warrants 
an informal meeting with the student or a formal disciplinary hearing. The Associate Dean of Student Affairs will review the options 
and the procedures with the complainant. If a formal disciplinary hearing is to be held, normally the complainant must formalize 
the complaint in writing. A copy of the written charges is provided to the student, who is required to submit a written response 
prior to meeting with the disciplinary committee.

A disciplinary hearing is held to discuss the allegations with the student, and when necessary, to determine appropriate 
sanctions. For students found guilty of academic dishonesty or misconduct, the sanctions range from warning to probation, 
suspension, or dismissal.

Appeals must be submitted in writing within two weeks of the date of the letter informing the student of the disciplinary 
action taken. Appeals concerning suspension or dismissals must be addressed to the Dean of the School; all other appeals 
should be addressed to the Committee on Academic Standing.

For more information regarding community standards and disciplinary hearing procedures, visit: 
http://sps.columbia.edu/Student-life-and-alumni-relations/Academic-Integrity-and-Community-Standards



Student Handbook

Page 12

ESSENTIAL POLICIES FOR THE COLUMBIA COMMUNITY

Essential Policies for the Columbia Community is a central resource for a broad range of topics at Columbia. Included are policies 
that govern attendance, alcohol and drugs, equal opportunity and nondiscrimination, sexual assault, event protocols, partisan political 
activity, and leaves of absence, as well as the Policy on Access to Student Records under the Federal Family Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act (FERPA) of 1974. As a member of the Columbia University community, you are responsible for following the University’s 
policies, as well as local, state and federal laws. These policies are in place so that all members of the Columbia community can safely 
and successfully focus on studies and take part in campus life. Essential Policies for the Columbia Community: http://essential-policies.
columbia.edu/

Student Policies and Procedures On Discrimination, Harassment, Gender-Based and Sexual Misconduct and Consensual 
Romantic and Sexual Relationships
Columbia University is committed to providing a learning, living, and working environment free from discrimination, harassment 
and gender-based and sexual misconduct. Consistent with this commitment and with applicable laws, the University does not tolerate 
discrimination, harassment or gender-based or sexual misconduct in any form and it provides students who believe that they have 
been subjected to conduct or behavior of this kind with mechanisms for seeking redress. All members of the University community 
are expected to adhere to the applicable policies, to cooperate with the procedures for responding to complaints of discrimination, 
harassment and gender-based and sexual misconduct, and to report conduct or behavior they believe to be in violation of these 
policies to the Office of Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action or Student Services for Gender-Based and Sexual Misconduct. 

Complaints by students against students for gender-based misconduct are processed in accord with the Gender–Based Misconduct 
Policies for Students (http://www.columbia.edu/cu/dpsa/docs/policy/). Students who attend Barnard College and Teachers College as well 
as Columbia University are covered by these policies. The use of the term “gender-based misconduct” includes sexual assault, sexual 
harassment, gender-based harassment, stalking, and intimate partner violence. 

Complaints by students against students for other forms of discrimination and harassment are processed in accord with the Student 
Policies and Procedures on Discrimination and Harassment (http://eoaa.columbia.edu/student-policies/policies) and should be filed with the 
Dean of Students of the school in which the respondent is enrolled. 

Complaints by students against employees and third parties engaged in University business for discrimination and harassment are 
processed in accord with the Employment Policies and Procedures on Discrimination and Harassment (http://eoaa.columbia.edu/
employment-policies). The use of the term “discrimination and harassment” includes discrimination, discriminatory harassment, gender-
based harassment, sexual harassment, and sexual assault. 

Under the University’s Consensual Romantic and Sexual Relationship Policy Between Faculty and Students (http://eoaa.
columbia.edu/consensual-romantic-relationships), no faculty member shall have a consensual romantic or sexual relationship with a 
student over whom he or she exercises academic or professional authority; further, no faculty member shall exercise academic 
or professional authority over any student with whom he or she has or previously has had a consensual romantic or sexual 
relationship. This policy covers all officers of instruction, research and the libraries, including student officers of instruction and 
research and teaching assistants. 
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Title IX Coordinator/Section 504 Officer for Columbia University  
Melissa Rooker, Associate Provost  
Office of Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action, 103 Low Library  
mrooker@columbia.edu, (212) 854-5511 

Deputy Title IX Coordinator for Staff and Faculty Concerns 
Jeri Henry, Associate Vice President
Student Conduct and Community Standards, 800 Watson Hall
jh3079@columbia.edu, (212) 854-1717

Deputy Title IX Coordinator for Student Concerns 
Jazmin Taylor, Director of Investigations 
Office of Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action, 102 Low Library 
jt2903@columbia.edu, (212) 851-2730

Columbia offers a number of confidential resources to students who believe they were subjected to discrimination, harassment 
or gender-based or sexual misconduct:

	 Counseling Services:

		  Columbia Morningside			   (212) 854-2878

		  CUMC: 				    (212) 496-8491

	 Rape Crisis/Anti-Violence Support Center:	 (212) 854-HELP 

	 Office of the University Chaplain:		  (212) 854-6242

	 Health Services:

		  Columbia Morningside:			   (212) 854-2284

		  Columbia Morningside clinician-on-call:	 (212) 854-9797

		  CUMC:				    (212) 305-3400

		  CUMC clinician-on-call: 		  (212) 305-3400
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ACADEMIC INTEGRITY PLEDGE
Columbia University | School of Professional Studies

It is essential to the academic integrity and vitality of this community that individuals do their own work and properly 
acknowledge the circumstances, ideas, sources and assistance upon which that work is based. Academic honesty in class 
assignments, term papers, examinations, laboratory reports, and computer projects is expected of all students. Students who are 
unsure about the proper presentation of their own independent work should consult with their instructor or advisor. Because 
intellectual integrity is the cornerstone of education institutions, academic dishonesty is one of the most serious offenses that a 
student can commit at Columbia. It is punishable by suspension or dismissal from the School.

Academic dishonesty includes but is not limited to:

1. �Plagiarism: Failure to cite or otherwise acknowledge ideas or phrases used in any paper, exercise, or project submitted in a 
course but gained from another source, such as a published text, another person’s work, materials on the Web. This applies 
to all work handed in, whether a draft, a final paper, or a graded or ungraded exercise.

2. �Self-plagiarism: The submission of one piece of work in more than one course without the explicit permission of the 
instructors involved.

3. �Misrepresentation of authorship: The submission of work as one’s own which has been prepared by or purchased  
from another.

4. �Cheating on examinations or tests: To give or receive assistance from written material, another person, his or her paper, or 
any other source during an examination or test; or to (attempt to) hire someone to take your exam for you.

5. �Falsification or misrepresentation of information in any course work or lab work; on any application, petition, or forms 
submitted to the school.

6. �Fabrication of credentials, be that in materials submitted as part of an admissions application or materials submitted to the 
university for administrative or academic review.

7. Violating the limits of acceptable collaboration in course work set by a faculty member or department.

8. Removing, hiding or altering library materials so as to hinder the research of other students.

9. Facilitating academic dishonesty by enabling another to engage in such behavior.

10. �Lying to a faculty member or advisor about circumstances related to your academic work or failure to complete  
academic work.

Ignorance of the School’s policy concerning academic dishonesty shall not be a defense in any disciplinary proceedings. The 
School of Professional Studies holds each member of the community responsible for understanding these principles and  
for abiding by them.
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Your To-Do List

o ACTIVATE YOUR COLUMBIA EMAIL ACCOUNT

In order to register online and to access Columbia’s secure online applications, including Student Services Online (SSOL), Canvas, and 
online library resources, all students must activate a Columbia email account. Once you activate your Columbia email you are responsible 
for checking it regularly. Columbia and the School of Professional Studies use email as an official means of communication with 
students. Many important University communications, including notification of the Student Account Statement availability, are sent 
via email only. You are responsible for all official University communications sent to your Columbia email address.

In order to create a Columbia email account you will need a University Network ID (UNI). Here’s how to locate your UNI:

1.	Go to http://uni.columbia.edu 
2.	Type in your name in the “Forgot UNI? (look up Your UNI by name)” yellow search box and then click “search”
3.	� Your name will appear on the screen along with a Columbia email account – the letters and numbers that precede  

“@columbia.edu” make up your UNI 

Once you have your UNI, go to http://uni.columbia.edu, click on the “Activate UNI or Email” link and follow the simple 
instructions for activating your Columbia email account. 

o �ALL STUDENTS MUST PROVIDE PROOF OF 
IMMUNIZATION

New York state public health law and university policy requires that all students must provide documentation of 
immunity to Measles, Mumps, and Rubella (MMR) as well as document that they either have received the meningitis 
vaccine or have declined to receive it. You must complete the MMR form (http://health.columbia.edu/system/files/content/
healthpdfs/Insurance/health_immunization_mmr_form_8.22.14.pdf) and submit to Columbia Health in person, by mail or fax 30 
days prior to registration.

Completed forms may be submitted in one of the following ways: 
In Person: 	 Immunization Office, John Jay Hall, 3rd Floor, Monday – Friday, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
By mail: 		  Immunization Office, 519 West 114th Street, MC 2605, New York, NY 10027 
By fax: 		  (212) 854-5078 
				�    If you fax your documentation, please make sure to include your full name, date of birth, CUID, and 

the school you will be attending on the form. It cannot be processed without this information. 
We cannot verify receipt of individual documents so please keep a copy of your fax confirmation. 

For questions or concerns regarding your immunization documentation, contact the Immunization Compliance Office: 
Location: 	 John Jay Hall, 3rd Floor 
Hours: 		  Monday – Friday, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Phone: 		 (212) 854-7210  
Email: 		  immunizationcompliance@columbia.edu  
Website: 	 http://health.columbia.edu/students/immunization-compliance-requirements/mmr

o �RECORD YOUR MENINGOCOCCAL MENINGITIS VACCINATION DECISION 
ONLINE BEFORE REGISTERING FOR CLASSES

New York State public health law requires that students receive information from their institutions about meningococcal 
meningitis and the vaccine that protects against most strains of the disease that can occur on university campuses. Columbia 
students must make an informed decision about being vaccinated and certify their decision online (https://ssol.columbia.edu/ssv/

Please note: The 
MMR form requires a 
physician’s signature. 
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crt/menIntro.html). Full instructions are given online, and the process takes two to three minutes to complete. Students must 
formally indicate their decision about being vaccinated before they will be permitted to register for classes. 

o OBTAIN YOUR COLUMBIA ID CARD

The University ID card grants you access to the libraries and secure campus locations, allows you to purchase services at 
campus cafes and the University bookstore and enables you to take advantage of cultural discount programs in New York City. 
Read more about the many University ID card features here: http://ssc.columbia.edu/ 

There are two ways to get your Columbia University ID card:

1.	In person in the ID center in 204 Kent Hall once you are registered for classes
2.	Submit a photo online. The photo format should be passport-style and meet the following requirements: 
	 •	 The photo should be a color, JPEG file
	 •	 The background should be uniform and light-colored
	 •	 You must be facing forward, with your head and shoulders clearly visible
	 •	 No photos with sunglasses or hats will be accepted
	 •	 The file cannot exceed 100k in size

To submit a photo, first make sure you have activated your UNI (www.columbia.edu/cu/newstudents.columbia.edu/, then log into 
the secure site (https://webphoto.columbia.edu/wps/) to submit your ID photo. Once the ID Center notifies you that your photo has 
been accepted, you can pick up your ID card from the ID Center: 

Location: 	 204 Kent Hall  
Hours: 		  Monday – Friday, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.  
		  9 a.m. – 6 p.m. on Tuesday 
		  Please note that we are closed on University Holidays 
		  http://hr.columbia.edu/wac/workplace/holidays 
Phone: 		 (212) 854-7225  
Email: 		  idcard@columbia.edu  
Website: 	 http://www.columbia.edu/cu/id/

o KNOW YOUR C-NUMBER/PID

Your C-Number, also known as your Student ID number or PID, is a nine-digit identification number that is assigned to 
you upon admission to Columbia. The number, which is always preceded by the letter C, is used by the Registrar and other 
departments to keep track of enrollment and academic records. To find your C-Number, log into Student Services Online 
(https://ssol.columbia.edu) with your UNI and password, click on the “Academic Profile” link and then select “Show my name and 
personal data.”
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o KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR YOUR E-BILL

Columbia electronically bills students in the School of Professional Studies for tuition, fees, and other charges at the beginning of each 
term, usually two to three weeks after registration. Tuition is not due prior to the beginning of the semester. 

When your Student Account Statement is generated, an email notification is sent directly to your Columbia University email account. 
Individuals authorized to view your Statements (“authorized payers”) are also notified through email that a new Statement is ready to view 
and/or pay online. No paper bills will be mailed by the University. 

Your Student Account Statement will be available via the University’s E-Billing system (https://quikpayasp.com/columbia/tuition/authorized.do). 
You may pay your bill online, by mail, by wire, or in-person. 

•	 To pay online by debit from a U.S. bank account, log into the E-Billing system and select “Make Payment”
•	� To pay by online check, by mail, or by wire, click here for instructions: http://www.columbia.edu/cu/sfs/docs/billing/payment-options.html 
•	� To pay in-person with check, cash, or traveler’s checks, visit 210 Kent Hall on the Morningside Campus or 1-127 Black 

Building at the Medical Center

Through the E-Billing system, students may also designate another party as an authorized payer. This eliminates the need to 
forward balance information to anyone assisting in paying for your education. To authorize a payer, log into the E-Billing 
system and select “Authorize Payers.” 

Payment for charges must be received by the provided deadline. A late payment charge will be assessed to any account that is 
not paid in full. 

Read more about the E-Billing system, tuition, fees and payment options here: http://www.columbia.edu/cu/sfs/ 

o �REGISTER WITH THE OFFICE OF DISABILITY SERVICES (ODS) IF YOU REQUIRE 
REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS OR SUPPORT SERVICES

Disability Services facilitates equal access for students with disabilities by coordinating reasonable accommodations and support services, 
cultivating a campus culture that is sensitive and responsive to the needs of students. Students seeking reasonable accommodations or 
support services from Disability Services are required to register with the office. If you are interested in pursuing an evaluation for a 
learning disability, please visit the referrals and other campus resources page (http://health.columbia.edu/services/ods/referrals).

Students seeking reasonable accommodations or support services are required to register with the Office of Disability Services:
Location: 	 Wien Hall, Main Floor — Suite 108A  
Hours: 		  Monday – Friday, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Phone: 		 (212) 854-2388  
Fax: 		  (212) 854-3448  
Email: 		  disability@columbia.edu  
Website: 	 http://health.columbia.edu/disability-services

o CHOOSE ONE OF THREE INSURANCE OPTIONS OR WAIVE CU INSURANCE

Columbia University requires all registered full-time students (i.e. those who are registered for 12 credits or more) to have 
acceptable health insurance coverage. The Columbia Student Medical Insurance Plan (Columbia Plan) offers both Basic and 
Comprehensive levels of coverage. 

Full-time students are automatically enrolled in the Basic level of the plan, but may upgrade their coverage to the Comprehensive 
level or request a waiver of automatic enrollment by providing proof of alternate coverage that meets certain criteria. For further 
information regarding the levels of coverage, please visit Columbia Health’s website: http://health.columbia.edu/student-insurance/about-
columbia-insurance-plan 

Submit your insurance selection online before the deadline found in: https://ssol.columbia.edu/insurance/welcome.do
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Your Good to Know List 

1. STUDENT SERVICES ONLINE (SSOL) https://ssol.columbia.edu

SSOL is the secure website students use to view their accounts, check registration appointment times, register online, pay 
tuition and fees, view holds*, update contact information, view grades, request transcripts, and much, much more. Bookmark 
this link; you will use it frequently to manage your day-to-day student life.

*HOLDS - Failure to meet deadlines and/or maintain satisfactory academic progress may result in a HOLD on your 
student account. A HOLD prohibits students from registering, changing programs, and obtaining a diploma or 
transcripts. Reasons for a HOLD include: 
	 •	 Failing to submit required Health Services documents
	 •	 Failing to make payments on student account
	 •	 Poor academic progress

2. STUDENT FINANCIAL SERVICES (SFS) http://www.columbia.edu/cu/sfs/

Student Financial Services manages e-billing and student accounts, sponsored billing, tuition exemption and stipends. Visit 
the SFS website to find answers to billing and payment questions. For information regarding tuition and fees please visit 
your individual program’s pages on the School of Professional 
Studies’s website: http://sps.columbia.edu/

Online Q&A tool: http://askus.columbia.edu/ 

Location: 	 205 Kent Hall  
Hours: 		  9 a.m. – 5 p.m., Monday – Friday  
Phone: 		 (212) 854-4400
Email:		  sfs@columbia.edu

Mailing Address: 	� 205 Kent Hall, Mail Code 9202  
1140 Amsterdam Ave.  
New York, NY 10027 

3. STUDENT FINANCIAL PLANNING (SFP)

Student Financial Planning provides financial aid counseling for Professional Studies students. 

Location:	 202 Kent Hall  
Hours: 		  9 a.m. – 5 p.m., Monday – Friday 
Phone: 		 (212) 854-7040  
Fax: 		  (212) 854-2818  
Email: 		  sfp@columbia.edu 

Mailing Address: 	� 202 Kent Hall, Mail Code 9208 
1140 Amsterdam Ave. 
New York, NY 10027

Please note: Columbia University no longer 
accepts credit cards as a form of payment. 
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4. UNIVERSITY REGISTRAR http://registrar.columbia.edu/

The University Registrar is the epicenter of the Columbia Morningside campus’s student services division. 

The registrar’s office maintains student academic records. Visit the registrar’s website to find information about Columbia’s 
grading system and grade options and for instructions about how to request a transcript or academic certification. Students 
may also consult with their instructors for course-specific grading criteria.

Columbia’s Academic Calendar (http://registrar.columbia.edu/event/academic-calendar) is listed on the registrar’s site. The calendar 
lists all the important dates in a given semester, including: 

First day of classes

Last day to add a class

Last day to drop an individual class without financial 
penalty

Midterm date

Last day to Pass/Fail

Last day to drop a class 

Last day of classes

Study days

Final examinations 

The Academic Calendar also lists all University-wide holidays. Bookmark the Academic Calendar so you don’t miss  
important dates. 

Finally, the registrar’s website has links to all of the forms associated with its office, including transcript, academic certification 
and name change affidavits, among others: http://registrar.columbia.edu/forms. 

Online Q&A tool: http://askus.columbia.edu/

Location:	 205 Kent Hall  
Hours: 		  9 a.m. – 5 p.m., Monday – Friday 
Phone: 		 (212) 854-4400
Email:		  registrar@columbia.edu

Mailing Address: 	� 205 Kent Hall, Mail Code 9202 
1140 Amsterdam Ave. 
New York, NY 10027

5. �INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS AND SCHOLARS OFFICE (ISSO)  
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/isso/

The International Students and Scholars Office provides assistance to students admitted to study at Columbia who are not 
United States citizens or permanent residents and who need F-1 visas.

Location: 	 524 Riverside Drive, Suite 200  
Hours: 		  9 a.m. – 5 p.m., Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 
		  10:30 a.m. – 5 p.m., Wednesday 
Phone: 		 (212) 854-3587  
Fax: 		  (212) 854-3966  
Email: 		  isso@columbia.edu 

Mailing Address: 	 Columbia University 
			   2960 Broadway, Mail Code 5724  
			   New York, NY 10027
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6. �DIRECTORY OF CLASSES (ONLINE COURSE BULLETIN)  
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/bulletin/uwb/

The Directory of Classes is Columbia’s online course bulletin. Use it to locate courses’ five-digit call numbers (which you’ll 
need to register), to find out when and where courses meets, who the professors are, to see if course requires departmental or 
professor permission, to check enrollment numbers and to see if courses are lectures or seminars, among other things.

7. �CANVAS  
https://courseworks2.columbia.edu

The School of Professional Studies is transitioning its Learning Management System to Canvas by Instructure. To access 
Canvas, go to https://courseworks2.columbia.edu and sign in with your UNI. 

The Canvas learning management system provides state-of-the-art online learning and information sharing tools, while 
creating a highly immersive and interactive educational experience. Canvas puts the user front and center and makes it easy for 
instructors and students to connect in a user-friendly, intuitive environment. Its ease of use allows users to access and manage 
course materials quickly and efficiently. Users can configure notifications to receive updates regarding feedback, grading 
alerts, due date changes, etc. via email, text or social media services. The built in collaboration and multimedia tools allow for 
powerful integrations and provides the ability to easily create and deliver rich content. Furthermore, it was built for the mobile 
generation, and therefore runs wonderfully well on all modern mobile web browsers, and also has native applications at https://
itunes.apple.com/us/app/canvas-for-ios/id480883488?mt=8 iOS and https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.instructure.candroid  

Faculty, students and administrators can find information about support by clicking on Help on the top right hand corner 
from anywhere in Canvas.

8. �SPS STUDENT AFFAIRS HOMEPAGE  
http://sps.columbia.edu/student-life-and-alumni-relations 

The Student Affairs homepage provides a wealth of information to assist students during their studies at the School of 
Professional Studies, including a review of key academic issues, tuition and finance policies and a comprehensive list of the 
most frequently accessed forms.
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Your University Forms

FORMS

There are forms associated with making changes to your course of study and to your student status. This section explains them 
in further detail. You can find most of the forms you will need in the “Forms” section of the Office of Student Affairs’ website: 
http://sps.columbia.edu/student-life-and-alumni-relations/forms

Registration Adjustment Form
http://registrar.columbia.edu/sites/default/files/content/reg-adjustment.pdf

Academic Certification 
http://registrar.columbia.edu/students/academic-certification 

An academic certification is an official document provided by the University Registrar verifying dates of attendance, award of 
degree, and student status (full-time or part-time) by term. It is typically requested for health insurance, visa, employment and 
credit verification purposes. There is no fee for this service. 

Application for an Incomplete
http://assets.ce.columbia.edu/pdf/slar/Application_for_INC.pdf

If you request an incomplete in a class you will need to submit this form to the Office of Student Affairs. Students are required 
to inform and consult their professors regarding their decision/request.

Application for Degree (Master of Science Students Only) 
http://registrar.columbia.edu/content/graduation-and-diplomas 

In order to be considered for a degree you must file an application with your school or department.

Name Change Affidavit
http://registrar.columbia.edu/registrar-forms/name-change-affidavit 

In order to officially change your name you will need to complete this form and submit it to the University Registrar.

Request a Leave of Absence (Master of Science Students Only) 
http://assets.ce.columbia.edu/pdf/Student Affairs/Student Affairs-leave-of-absence.pdf 

If you are enrolled in a degree program and decide to take a leave of absence you will need to submit this form to the Office of 
Student Affairs. You will need to consult your program director regarding your decision to take a leave.

Transcript Request
http://registrar.columbia.edu/students/transcripts 

A transcript is an official record of a student’s entire tenure at Columbia. It reflects all coursework and grades per term for each 
school attended within the University. Enrolled students may request transcripts online in SSOL or in person in Kent Hall.

Application for Certification
http://sps.columbia.edu/student-life-and-alumni-relations/certificate-completion

When you have completed your required certificate coursework, and all grades have been submitted, please complete the 
Application for Certification.
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FERPA Release
http://assets.ce.columbia.edu/pdf/slar/slar-ferpa-release-form.pdf

The Federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, restricts the persons to whom the University may disclose a 
student’s education records without the student’s written permission. Upon written consent or request by a student, the University 
will release information from the student’s educational records to third parties. The student should make a request for such release 
by completing a FERPA Release Form and submitting it to Student Affairs at sps-studentaffairs@columbia.edu.

Notice of Withdrawal Form
http://sps.columbia.edu/withdrawal

Complete the Notice of Withdrawal form if you intend to drop all of your courses this term. When you click ‘submit’, the website 
will confirm that Student Affairs has received it. You will also receive an e-mail from SPS-studentwithdrawals@columbia.edu as a 
second confirmation. If you encounter an issue with the electronic form, please submit the PDF version to the above e-mail address.

A non-refundable, $75 fee is applied to all withdrawals. To see if you are entitled to a refund, please visit Withdrawal & Tuition 
Refund for the fall and spring terms or for the summer sessions. If you are entitled to a refund, refunds are automatic for all School 
of Professional Studies programs except American Language Program and Auditors/Lifelong Learners. Students in the ALP or 
auditing programs should log-on to SSOL to request a refund after the withdrawal has been processed. For those who will receive an 
automatic refund and do not have direct deposit set-up, please log onto to SSOL to see where your check will be mailed to.

Master of Science students enrolled in both full term and partial term, online Business Certification courses are NOT ELIGIBLE 
for the partial term withdrawal refund schedules. Master of Science students who wish to add or drop partial term courses must 
do so during the Change of Program Periods associated with each of those partial terms. If students drop individual, partial terms 
courses after the partial term Change of Program Periods, they will be responsible for the full tuition of the course.

Your Campus Resources

RESOURCES

Columbia University campuses provide a wealth of resources too great to detail all in this handbook. What follows is a selected list of 
some of the Campuses considerable resources. We encourage you to take advantage of as many of Columbia’s resources as possible.

Columbia University Events Calendar 
http://www.columbia.edu/events/today.html 

For up to the minute information on lecture, concerts, and sports events taking place on the Morningside, Medical and 
Lamont-Doherty campuses and at the Baker Field Athletics Complex, please visit the Columbia University Events Calendar.

Meal Plans, Dining Dollars & Flex Account
http://dining.columbia.edu/

Student cafeterias are located in many places on campus. You may purchase a meal plan, set up a debit account (also known as 
“Dining Dollars” and the “Flex Account”), or pay by cash. Review the website above for more information about these options.

Many students prefer to eat in the many cafés and restaurants located in the area, or simply to cook in the dormitories which 
feature shared kitchen areas.

Alfred Lerner Hall Student Center
The architecturally renowned Alfred Lerner Hall Student Center (known to students as ‘Lerner’) opened its doors in 1999. Its 
predecessor, Ferris Booth Hall, served as the center of student activity for nearly forty years.
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You will find many study spaces and lounges here, including Café 212, Café East, and Ferris Booth Commons. It is also the 
home of the CU Arts Initiative, where you can purchase discount tickets to many NYC attractions, as well as the Columbia 
University Bookstore, where you can purchase your textbooks.

Alfred Lerner Hall 
2920 Broadway (located on 115th Street) 
New York, NY 10027

Hours: 		  See website for information. 
Tel:		  (212) 854-9067 
Email:		  lerner@columbia.edu 
Website:	 http://lernerhall.columbia.edu/ 
CU Bookstore: 	 http://columbia.bncollege.com/

Earl Hall Center
The mission of the Earl Hall Center is to foster learning through spiritual, ethical, religious and cultural exchange, and to 
promote service to the University and its surrounding New York City communities. The Earl Hall Center includes the St. 
Paul’s Chapel, Office of the University Chaplain, Community Impact and United Campus Ministries. For information on 
places of worship on-campus and off-campus, visit:

202 Earl Hall 
2980 Broadway, Mail Code 2008 
Columbia University 
New York, NY 10027

Hours:		  See website for information. 
Tel:		  (212) 854-6242 
Website: 	 http://www.columbia.edu/cu/earl/

Miller Theatre
Miller Theatre at Columbia University is the leading presenter of new music in New York City and one of the most vital forces 
nationwide for innovative programming. In partnership with Columbia University School of the Arts, Miller is dedicated 
to producing and presenting unique events in dance, contemporary and early music, jazz, opera, and performance. For 
information on upcoming events and tickets, visit:

Miller Theatre Box Office 
2960 Broadway (at 116th Street) 
New York, NY 10025

Hours:	  	 Monday - Friday, 12 p.m. – 6 p.m., 
		  Also, two hours prior to performances. 
Tel:		  (212) 854-7799 
Fax:		  (212) 854-7740 
Email:		  miller-arts@columbia.edu 
Website: 	 http://www.millertheater.com/

CU Arts Initiative
The Arts Initiative at Columbia University is President Lee C. Bollinger’s pioneering venture to make arts and culture a 
meaningful part of every Columbian’s experience. Founded in 2004, its diverse programs encourage students, faculty, and 
alumni in all fields to generate, study, and engage the creative life of the campus, the city, and the wider world. For more 
information, visit the Alfred Lerner Hall Student Center (see above) and: http://www.cuarts.com/

Dodge Physical Fitness Center 
http://www.gocolumbialions.com/

The Marcellus Hartley Dodge Physical Fitness Center at Columbia University includes an indoor running track, 25-yard 
swimming pool, Scandinavian Sauna, multi-sport gymnasia, and a tri-level fitness center with the latest cardiovascular and 
strength training equipment. Members can also sign up for voluntary fitness classes.

Gym membership is not included in the tuition and fees for ALP students. To access these facilities, ALP students must sign up 
for membership and pay a membership fee. For more information, visit:

Dodge Physical Fitness Center 
Membership Office (4th Floor of the Lobby) 
3030 Broadway, Mail Code 1928 
New York, NY 10027

Hours: 		  See website for information. 
Tel:		  (212) 854-2546, (212) 854-2547 
Email:		  al2346@columbia.edu
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Parking and Transportation around Campus
You may park on the streets around campus or use the local parking garages.

•	� For information on parking around campus, visit: http://www.columbia.edu/content/directions-parking.html 
Parking: http://facilities.columbia.edu/overview-3

Intercampus Shuttle Bus Network
Columbia University provides several shuttle bus routes among the Morningside campus, Lamont, Studebaker, the Medical 
Center, Harlem Hospital, and the George Washington Bridge Bus Terminal. These shuttle services are available to all Columbia 
University affiliates with a valid University ID, free of charge. For more information, visit: http://transportation.columbia.edu/

Campus Safety
EMERGENCY NUMBERS:  
Calls to the emergency numbers listed below are answered 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Morningside & Manhattanville Campuses 
212-854-5555 
Campus phones: 4-5555

Medical Center Campus 
212-305-7979 
Campus phones: 5-7979

Department of Public Safety:
Morningside & Manhattanville 
Campuses 
111 Low Library, Mail Code 4301 
535 West 116th Street 
New York, NY 10027
Tel: 		  212-854-2797 
Fax: 		  212-932-0798

Medical Center Campus 
109 Black Building 
650 West 168th Street 
New York, NY 10032
Tel: 		  212-305-8100 
Fax: 		  212-305-5434

Email: 	 publicsafety@columbia.edu 
Web: 	 http://www.columbia.edu/cu/publicsafety/

You may also want to review the following services offered by Public Safety:

Blue Light Phones – Emergency Call Boxes
The University has also installed emergency two-way Call Boxes (Blue Light phones) around all three campuses and their 
vicinities for use during emergencies. By pressing the red button on the stations, users are immediately connected with the 
appropriate Department of Public Safety Operations Center.

Maps of the Morningside and Manhattanville Call Box locations can be found on the website.

Walking Escort Program, Morningside Campus
During the school year, Columbia University Escort Service will send two specially trained students to walk affiliates to their doors any time 
from 7 p.m. to 3 a.m., seven nights a week. They carry two-way Columbia Public Safety radios. This service is available from West 108 Street 
to West 110 Street between Amsterdam Avenue and Riverside Drive, and from West 111 Street to West 122 Street between Morningside 
Drive and Riverside Drive. Please allow escorts five to 15 minutes to arrive and ask them to show a University ID.

If you need an escort before 7 p.m. or after 3 a.m., call 212-854-2797.

Additionally, University staff, faculty, and students may request Late Night On-Call Service for door-to-door transportation. This service is 
available from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. daily. The on-call service area extends from Amsterdam Avenue to Riverside Drive between 103 Street and 
135 Street, with additional service from Frederick Douglass Boulevard to Amsterdam Avenue between 108 Street and 125 Street.

To request this service, call 212-854-SAFE.
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Safe Transport, Medical Center
Columbia’s Public Safety Officers will escort students door to door to or from any of the University buildings on the Medical 
Center campus or at private residences on Haven Avenue, Fort Washington Avenue, or on Broadway from West 165 to West 
178 Street.

To request this service, please call (212) 305-8100.

Columbia University Bookstore 

http://www.columbiabookstore.com

The Columbia University Bookstore is a central resource for textbooks, supplies and apparel.

The Columbia University Bookstore 
2922 Broadway  
New York, NY 10027-7004

Store telephone:	(212)854-4131  
Store Hours: 	 Monday – Friday, 9 a.m. – 7 p.m. 
		  Saturday and Sunday, 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Off-Campus Housing (OCHA) 
http://facilities.columbia.edu/housing/intro-ocha-3

Columbia’s Off-Campus Housing Assistance (OCHA) office assists Columbia students and affiliates in their search for rental 
housing in the metropolitan area. OCHA manages a database known as the Housing Registry which includes available 
rooms and apartments in non-Columbia-owned buildings and sublets of units in Columbia-managed housing. Prospective 
roommates can also post and search profiles on this site. In addition, OCHA offers one-on-one housing search counseling and 
is supported in these efforts by our cooperative relationships with two New York City real estate/relocation agencies.

Students, faculty, staff, alumni, and other affiliates of Columbia University. Barnard and Teachers College may use the services 
of OCHA. Students of Jewish and Union Theological Seminaries who are currently cross-registered at Columbia are also 
eligible.

Location:	 401 West 119 Street, New York, NY 10027  
Hours:		  Monday through Friday between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
Email: 		  ocha@columbia.edu  
Telephone: 	 212-854-2773  
Fax: 		  212-854-5333

The Office of Career Management
The School of Professional Studies is committed to helping our students seek to discover and apply knowledge to advance 
their careers. Our goal is to support our students in their educational journey and confidently manage their career transition. 
The Office of Career Management in the School of Professional Studies provides comprehensive, quality services and access to 
Columbia Universities career resources and networks which support students’ progress towards meeting their professional goals. 

Location: Lewisohn Hall Room 203
Hours: Monday through Friday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Phone: 212-854-1102
Email: sps-careermanagement@columbia.edu
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