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Declaration Reference and Key Data 
Obligation Section Number: 5.07 (c)(xvi)                

Obligation Title: Community Scholars Program 
Obligation Page Number: 56                            

Obligation Trigger: Acquisition by ESD or CU of all Initial Stage 1 Condemnation Parcel(s) 

Obligation Start Date: March 12, 2012    

Obligation End Date: March 12, 2038* (10 Year Pilot; 25 Years from Commencement)    

Obligation Status: In Compliance        

 
 
Obligation 
 
Community Scholars Program.  Commencing with the acquisition by ESD or CU of all Initial Stage 1 
Condemnation Parcels, and continuing for a 25-year period from commencement, CU shall offer independent, 
community-based scholars from Northern Manhattan access to a range of services provided by CU and resources 
not usually afforded to non-affiliated residents.  Services and resources shall be provided at no cost to participants 
and shall include access to all of CU’s libraries – including on-line access, course auditing privileges, dialogue with 
scholars in their field of study, and the ability to participate in seminars and social events developed specifically for 
the group of in buildings proposed within the Project Site.  Selection shall be determined by an application process, 
reviewed by a committee of CU’s faculty and leaders from relevant local cultural institutions.  Scholars shall be 
appointed for 3-year terms.  In the first year CU shall appoint up to five scholars; in the second year CU shall 
appoint up to an additional five, so that after year one there shall be a plan to have a cohort of ten scholars.  CU 
envisions the program to proceed as a pilot for ten years and then be re-evaluated in good faith to assess its 
effectiveness.   
 
*Planning activities were still ongoing upon the obligation trigger date.  Appointments to the Community Scholars 
program began in 2013, one year after the trigger date.  Therefore, this obligation will be in effect until 2038, 25 
years from the commencement of the obligation implementation, after an assessment in 2023.  
 
 
Evidence of Compliance 
 
1. Annual report  
 
Columbia University’s Implementation Plan and all supporting documentation are made available on the 
Community Services Webpage at http://manhattanville.columbia.edu/community/benefits-and-amenities.   
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EOC Checklist for Obligation 5.07(c)(xvi):  
 
Please check to verify EOC items submitted for review. 
 

 1. Annual report 
 

 
 

 
Monitor’s Notes / Comments:  
___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Status:  
Please check to indicate the status of Obligation 5.07(c)(xvi): 
 
  In Compliance    

  In Progress 

  Not In Compliance 

  Not Triggered 



Manhattanville in West Harlem
Implementation Plan Report

Declaration Section 5.07(c)(xvi)
Community Scholars Program

Number of Applications Received: 14
Number of Scholars Selected: 4

# First Name (Initial) Last Name Zip Code Selected (Y/N)
1 N. Dorsinville 10025 Y
2 K. Sutton-James 10026 Y
3 A. Tyler 10031 Y
4 M. Washington 10027 Y

# First Name (Initial) Last Name Zip Code Selected (Y/N)
1 D. 10027 N
2 A. 10031 N
3 R. 10037 N
4 R. 10027 N
5 A. 10028 N
6 B. 10025 N
7 K 10027 N
8 G 10037 N
9 K. 11435 N
10 C. 10031 N

● Copies of public notifications and/or announcements of available scholarships
● Columbia Community Scholars Program: Prospective Scholars Application
● Columbia Community Scholars Program: Community Scholars & Project Descriptions: Cohort V
● Columbia Community Scholars Program: Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

The Community Scholars Applicants Provided Below:

The Community Scholars Selectees Provided Below:

Annual Report: Community Scholars Program

Additional Supporting Documentation

State Submission Date: October 16, 2017 © Columbia University



1

From: Community Gov Affairs <communityaffairs@columbia.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, February 22, 2017 3:49 PM
Subject: Columbia Community Scholars Program Accepting Applications for 2017

Columbia University’s Community Scholars Program is seeking nominations and applications for its next class; the 
deadline is Thursday, April 27, 2017.  The program, one of the benefits associated with the Manhattanville 
Campus Expansion, offers independent, community-based scholars from Northern Manhattan access to a suite 
of Columbia University services and resources in order to work toward the completion of a particular project 
or to attain skill in a particular area. We hope you will share this announcement with people you think would 
make great candidates.   
 
Please click here to view an informational video about the Columbia Community Scholars Program 

***** 
 

For those with questions regarding the application, we are hosting a Columbia Community Scholars Program 
Information Session on Thursday, March 16th from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm in the Burden Room of Columbia 
University's Low Library (Room 206). Please RSVP to  at your 
earliest convenience if you plan to attend.   
 

***** 
 Directions:  
Access to Low Library can be gained by entering Columbia’s Morningside Campus at West 116th St. from 
Broadway or Amsterdam Ave. and walking up the steps of Low Memorial Plaza.  
 

***** 
 

Please see program website for detailed information on eligibility, application requirements and program 
terms. 
 
 

 



1

Subject: Annual Columbia Community Reception - April 26th

From: Community Gov Affairs [mailto:communityaffairs@columbia.edu]  
Sent: Thursday, April 6, 2017 3:53 PM 
Subject: Annual Columbia Community Reception - April 26th 
 
Greetings, 
  
The Office of the Provost and the Office of Government and Community Affairs invite you to the 
annual Columbia Community Reception on April 26.  This event brings together members of the 
West Harlem Development Corporation (WHDC) and other local community groups in an effort to 
foster opportunities for collaboration with Columbia faculty and administrators. The evening will 
include brief remarks by Professor Geraldine Downey, Director of the Center for Justice at Columbia 
University. 
  

Columbia - Community Reception 
Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

4:30 - 6:00 p.m. 
Garden Room Two 

Faculty House 
Refreshments will be served 

  
RSVP to: 

 
 

 

Please feel free to share this excellent networking opportunity with colleagues you think might be 
interested.  We hope that you are able to join us! 

 
Reminder:  Applications to the Columbia Community Scholars Program are due 
April 27! 
 
 
 
Directions:  
Faculty House is located on Columbia’s East Campus. Walk across West 116th St. from Amsterdam 
Ave towards Morningside Drive. After passing Jerome Greene Hall on the left, enter Wien courtyard 
through the gates. Follow the courtyard around to the right, and Faculty House will be the last 
building on the right. 





The 2017 Community Scholars applications was distributed electronically to the following officials and 
organizations below.  In many instances, follow-up calls were conducted as a follow-up measure. 

Elected Officials 
Rep. Jerrold Nadler (District 10) 
Rep. Adriano Espaillat (District 13) 
State Senator Marisol Alcantara 
Assembly Member Daniel J. O’Donnell (District 69) 
Assembly Member Inez Dickens 
Assembly Member Herman D. Farrell Jr. (District 71) 
Assembly Member Carmen De La Rosa (District 72) 
Mayor Bill de Blasio 
Public Advocate Letitia James 
Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer 
City Council Member Mark Levine 
City Council Member Bill Perkins (District 9) 
City Council Member Ydanis Rodriguez (District 10) 
 
Community Boards Chairs and Dist. Managers for: 
Community Board 9 
Community Board 10 
Community Board 11 
Community Board 12 
Community Board 7 
 
Civic and Tenant Organizations 
125th Street Business Improvement District (BID) 
Citizens Against Recidivism 
College and Community Fellowship 
The Correctional association of New York 
The Greater Harlem Chamber of Commerce 
The Schomburg Center for Black Culture 
Neighboring Tenant Associations 
3333 Broadway Tenant Association 
Manhattanville Houses Tenant Association 
Morningside Gardens Tenant Association 
Ulysses D. Grant Houses Tenant Association 
 
 
 



Columbia Community Scholars Program Application 
     (Page 2) 

Please attach the following: 

 1-2 page narrative describing your educational and/or professional background; 

 1-2 page description of the project you propose to pursue, your anticipated end  
goal/outcomes and the University resources you would like to access in order to achieve  
these outcomes (i.e. courses to audit, library, etc.).  Please include a brief statement on how  
your project might be of benefit to the larger community; 

 Résumé, or Curriculum Vitae; 

 High School Transcript, equivalent, or equivalent experience (please explain), and  
transcripts from any college or university work; 

 2 letters of reference (may be from a current or former employer, community leader,  
teacher, professor, colleague, or eminent person in your field of study); 

 Other supporting materials you would like to have considered as a part of your application:  
work sample, writing samples of up to 2 pages, audio or videotape.  Please note that these 
materials will not be returned. 

 

Please submit all materials in one package postmarked no later than April 27, 2017 to:  
Community Scholars Program  
Office of Government & Community Affairs  
Columbia University  
309 Low Library  
535 West 116th Street  
New York, NY 10027  
 

Please note: 
 This program does not lead to course credit, a degree or certification. 
 All instruction in classes is conducted in English unless otherwise noted in course descriptions. 
 Admission to Community Scholars program is conditional upon proof of northern Borough of 

Manhattan residency. 
 Although terms are stated as 3 years, individual scholars may opt to complete the program in  

less time; continued enrollment depends upon continued compliance with all program 
requirements and University regulations. 

 
The New York State Empire State Development Corporation may require Columbia University to submit each 
applicant’s name, address and proof of residency to confirm program eligibility.     
 

Signature:_______________________________   Print name:_________________________________ 
Date:____________________________________ 
 
Please direct inquiries about the Community Scholars Program to:  
(212) 854-5710 or communityaffairs@columbia.edu 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Now accepting applications and nominations  
through April 27, 2017 

 
 

 

Columbia Community Scholars 
Program 

For more information visit: 
http://gca.columbia.edu/columbia-community-scholars-program 

 



 

Program Information 
 
The Community Scholars Program at Columbia University is designed to offer independent,  
community-based scholars from Northern Manhattan access to a suite of Columbia University  
services and resources that allow them to work toward the completion of a particular project or  
to attain skill in a particular area.  
 
The program, part of Columbia University’s community benefits and services related to the  
Manhattanville Campus Expansion, resulted from discussions with the West Harlem community.  
  
Objective: The Columbia Community Scholars Program was developed to enable independent  
scholars to pursue their lifelong learning aspirations, whether it be completing an independent  
project or attaining skills in a particular area. The program allows Scholars a formal opportunity  
to access University resources and participate in the intellectual life of the University through  
interaction with faculty, students, and other visiting scholars. Participation in the Columbia  
Community Scholars Program is not intended to enable a Scholar to enter into a degree program;  
no course credit, certificate or diploma is awarded upon completion. 
  
Program Duration: 3 years 
  
Community Scholars are expected to work toward the completion of a proposed project or to  
attain a skill in a particular area during their 3-year tenure. The scope of each Scholar's project  
is delineated at the beginning of the program.  Over the course of the three years, Community  
Scholars will have the opportunity to share their progress with members of the University and  
neighboring community. 
 
 

 
 

 

      Columbia Community Scholars Program Application 
 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 
   
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
   
Daytime Phone: (____)____________________         Evening Phone: (____)____________________ 
 
Cell Phone: (____)________________________      Email: ___________________________________ 
 
The Community Scholars Program offers independent, community-based scholars from Northern 
Manhattan access to a suite of Columbia University services and resources in order to work toward 
the completion of a particular project or to attain skill in a particular area.  The program 
originated as one of the benefits and amenities to be provided to the local community as 
part of Columbia’s Manhattanville Campus Expansion.  The program allows successful 
applicants a formal opportunity to participate in the intellectual life of the university, providing 
opportunities for interaction with faculty, students, and other visiting scholars.  It also helps foster 
and deepen ties between the University and the many independent members of the cultural and 
intellectual community surrounding it.  
 
The services include access to all the university’s libraries (including on-line access), course 
auditing privileges (in departments offering auditable courses), interaction with scholars in their 
field of study, and the ability to participate in seminars and social events.  A Scholar may wish to 
avail him or herself of all or some of the services offered; he or she may begin the program simply 
wishing to access the libraries, and later into the program opt to audit one or two classes.  The 
program’s coordinator will assist each scholar to access resources and determine his or her needs, 
as well as alerting them to relevant opportunities on campus as they arise.  
 

Eligibility:   
 You must be a Borough of Manhattan resident living north of 96th Street;  
 You cannot have a current affiliation with Columbia University;  
 You must have a High School Diploma, GED or equivalent.  

 

Scholars will be appointed for terms of three years, and will be selected by a committee that may 
include Columbia senior staff, deans and faculty, and may also include leaders from local cultural 
institutions.  At the end of each Scholar’s appointment, the tangible outcome of his or her term at 
the University will be submitted to remain accessible for future Community Scholars and others to 
review.  

(Continue application on opposite side) 

The first two cohorts of 
independent scholars 
were selected through a 
competitive application 
process. Candidates who 
are selected from the 
current field of applicants 
will be welcomed to 
campus in the fall of 2016 

Current Columbia Community Scholars: (from left to right): Mariama 
Keita, John Reddick, Sheila Anderson, Martha Diaz, Steven A. Watkins, 
Paula Kimper, Eric K. Washington. Not pictured: Vivian Nixon and 
Adarsh Alphons. Photo credit: Barbara Alper 

 



Columbia Community Scholars 
Program 

 

 

2017 Finalists 
 

April G. Tyler 

Co-Chair, Housing, Land Use and Zoning Committee, Community Board 
9:  Conducting a comprehensive survey of shareholders in the nearly 200 Housing 
Development Fund Corporations (HDFCs) in Community Board 9.  The project will 
include the development of a database of buildings, developing a means to share best 
practices of strongly running HDFCs, and creating recommendations for struggling 
HDFCs. 
 
Nancy Dorsinville 
 
Senior Policy Advisor, UN Office of the Secretary General’s Special Adviser on 
Community-Based Medicine & Lessons from Haiti: Contributing to a “new narrative” 
amplifying the voices of Haitian-Americans, including highlighting enduring 
contributions from Haitian culture to the Harlem Renaissance, the Civil Rights 
Movement, and Black Identity. 
 
Keisha Sutton-James 
 
Corporate Vice President, Inner City Broadcasting Corporation: Developing a 
biography and documentary of Harlem legend Percy Ellis Sutton based on oral history 
resources (project includes interviewing at least forty individuals) and available 
archives. 
 
Michele Y. Washington 
 
Design research + service experience design consultant: Curation and production of the 
Curious Stories podcast series featuring a cross selection of interviews with architects, 
urban designers, product designers, designers, interaction designers, experience 
designers, plus designers in areas such as computation design, and makers of color that 
are designing products. 
 












