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Declaration Reference and Key Data 
Obligation Section Number: 5.07 (c)(xvi)                

Obligation Title: Community Scholars Program 
Obligation Page Number: 56                            

Obligation Trigger: Acquisition by ESD or CU of all Initial Stage 1 Condemnation Parcel(s) 

Obligation Start Date: March 12, 2012    

Obligation End Date: March 12, 2038* (10 Year Pilot; 25 Years from Commencement)    

Obligation Status: In Compliance        

 
 
Obligation 
 
Community Scholars Program.  Commencing with the acquisition by ESD or CU of all Initial Stage 1 
Condemnation Parcels, and continuing for a 25-year period from commencement, CU shall offer independent, 
community-based scholars from Northern Manhattan access to a range of services provided by CU and resources 
not usually afforded to non-affiliated residents.  Services and resources shall be provided at no cost to participants 
and shall include access to all of CU’s libraries – including on-line access, course auditing privileges, dialogue with 
scholars in their field of study, and the ability to participate in seminars and social events developed specifically for 
the group of in buildings proposed within the Project Site.  Selection shall be determined by an application process, 
reviewed by a committee of CU’s faculty and leaders from relevant local cultural institutions.  Scholars shall be 
appointed for 3-year terms.  In the first year CU shall appoint up to five scholars; in the second year CU shall 
appoint up to an additional five, so that after year one there shall be a plan to have a cohort of ten scholars.  CU 
envisions the program to proceed as a pilot for ten years and then be re-evaluated in good faith to assess its 
effectiveness.   
 
* Planning activities were still ongoing upon the obligation trigger date.  Appointments to the Community Scholars 
program began in 2013, one year after the trigger date.  Therefore, this obligation will be in effect until 2038, 25 
years from the commencement of the obligation implementation, after an assessment in 2023.  
 
 
Evidence of Compliance 
 
1. Annual report  
 
Columbia University’s Implementation Plan and all supporting documentation are made available on the 
Community Services Webpage at http://manhattanville.columbia.edu/community/benefits-and-amenities.   
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EOC Checklist for Obligation 5.07(c)(xvi):  
 
Please check to verify EOC items submitted for review. 
 

 1. Annual report 
 

 
 

 
Monitor’s Notes / Comments:  
___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Status:  
Please check to indicate the status of Obligation 5.07(c)(xvi): 
 
  In Compliance    

  In Progress 

  Not In Compliance 

  Not Triggered 



Manhattanville in West Harlem
Implementation Plan Report

Declaration Section 5.07(c)(xvi)
Community Scholars Program

Number of Applications Received: 11
Number of Scholars Selected: 5

# First Name (Initial) Last Name Zip Code Selected (Y/N)
1 R. Hill 10027 Y
2 R McCoy 10035 Y
3 L. Nickelson 10030 Y
4 P. Noel 10026 Y
5 V. Williams-Kurutz 10025 Y

# First Name (Initial) Last Name Zip Code Selected (Y/N)
1 M 10037 N
2 K. 10027 N
3 M. 10031 N
4 A. 11237 N
5 R. 10037 N
6 K. 10025 N

● Copies of public notifications and/or announcements of available scholarships
● Columbia Community Scholars Program: Prospective Scholars Application
● Columbia Community Scholars Program: Community Scholars & Project Descriptions: Cohort IV
● Columbia Community Scholars Program: Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

The Community Scholars Applicants Provided Below:

The Community Scholars Selectees Provided Below:

Annual Report: Community Scholars Program

Additional Supporting Documentation

State Submission Date: October 17, 2016 © Columbia University



Columbia University’s Community Scholars Program is seeking nominations and applications for its 
next class; the deadline is Friday, April 29, 2016.  The program, one of the benefits associated 
with the Manhattanville Campus Expansion, offers independent, community-based scholars 
from Northern Manhattan access to a suite of Columbia University services and resources in 
order to work toward the completion of a particular project or to attain skill in a particular area. 
We hope you will share the link with people you think would make great candidates.   
 
Please click here to view an informational video about the Columbia Community Scholars 
Program 

***** 
 

For those with questions regarding the application, we are hosting a Columbia Community 
Scholars Program Information Session on Thursday, March 17th from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm in 
the Burden Room of Columbia University's Low Library (Room 206). Please RSVP to 

 at your earliest convenience if you plan to attend.   
 

***** 
 
 Directions:  
Access to Low Library can be gained by entering Columbia’s Morningside Campus at West 
116th St. from Broadway or Amsterdam Ave. and walking up the steps of Low Memorial Plaza.  
 

***** 
Please see program website for detailed information on eligibility, application requirements 
and program terms. 
 
 

 
 









The 2016 Community Scholars application was distributed electronically to the 
following officials and organizations below.  In some instances, telephone contact was 
also initiated as a follow-up measure. 

Elected Officials 
House Representative Charles B. Rangel 
House Representative Jerrold Nadler 
State Senator Adriano Espaillat 
State Assembly member Daniel O’Donnell 
State Assembly member Keith Wright 
State Assembly member Herman Farrell 
State Assembly member Guillermo Linares 
City Councilmember Inez Dickens 
City Councilmember Mark Levine 
Public Advocate Letitia James 
Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer (both her uptown and downtown offices) 
 
 
Community Board Chairs and Dist. Managers for CB9, CB10, CB11, CB12 and CB7 
 
 
Civic Organizations 
125th Street Business Improvement Districts (BID) 
Citizens Against Recidivism 
Columbia Community Service Agencies 
The Correctional Association of New York 
The Greater Harlem Chamber of Commerce 
The Morningside Area Alliance (MAA) 
The New York Women’s Chamber of Commerce 
West Harlem Development Corporation 
West Harlem Group Assistance 
 
 
Neighborhood Tenant Associations 
3333 Broadway Tenant Assoc. 
Manhattanville Houses Tenant Assoc. 
Morningside Gardens Tenant Assoc. 
Ulysses S. Grant Houses Tenant Assoc. 
 
 











Columbia Community Scholars 
Program 

 

 

2016 Finalists 
 

Renee L. Hill 

Project:  A study of religious communities of West Harlem, culminating in public 
forums and an online interactive platform designed to educate and foster multi-faith 
community networks.  

Renee L. Hill is an independent scholar of religion and social change. Her interests 
include religious pluralism, liberation theologies, feminist studies, history and 
movements for political and social justice. In addition, she an experienced community 
organizer who has worked with faith based groups and has served as the organizer for 
marriage equality for Lambda Legal focusing on religious and African American 
communities in New Jersey. She holds a bachelor’s degree in Political Science from Bryn 
Mawr and a Ph.D. from Union Theological Seminary. 

Regan Sommer McCoy 

Project:  To develop practical research skills in oral history, digital archiving and 
cataloging in order to expand the Mixtape Museum’s online catalog. 

Regan Sommer McCoy is a music industry and information technology professional 
engaged in various projects related to hip hop preservation and education. She is the 
founding director of the Mixtape Museum, an archival initiative that promotes the 
study of mixtapes as records of time, place and historical situation. Through her work 
with the museum, she has become involved with a number of cultural institutions 
including the Hip Hop Hall of Fame and the Hip Hop Education and Preservation 
Alliance. 

 

 

 



 

Peter Noel 

Project:  A book-length compilation of Mr. Noel’s investigative reporting on police 
brutality in 1980’s and 1990’s New York City.  

Peter Noel is a journalist with 30 years experience in investigative reporting for The 
Village Voice, The Amsterdam News and others. Born in Trinidad, Mr. Noel immigrated to 
New York City in 1978 where he began reporting on instances of police violence against 
unarmed African American men in Harlem as well the rise of controversial figures like 
Al Sharpton. In the 1990’s, he also covered the Los Angeles riots that followed the 
Rodney King verdict and post-apartheid election violence in South Africa. He is the 
author of one previous book, Why Blacks Fear America’s Mayor: Reporting Police Brutality 
and Black Activist Politics Under Rudy Giuliani, and was the co-host of The Week in Review 
on WRKS-FM radio.   

Lil Nickelson 

Project:  Healthy Living for People of Color is a multi-faceted approach to promoting 
healthy eating habits for residents of Upper Manhattan; it includes an online newsletter, 
pop-up shops, and cooking classes. 

Lil Nickelson’s love of home cooking dates back to her childhood spent preparing meals 
from scratch at her mother’s side. As an adult with diabetes, she began relying on her 
cooking skills to take charge of her health and encourage others to do that same. In 
“Dining with Miss Lil,” her monthly column for Harlem World Magazine, she has 
documented her quest to establish a healthier relationship to food. Ms. Nickelson holds 
a Master of Business Administration from New York University and has taken courses 
at the Institute of Culinary Education .  

Vivian Williams-Kurutz 

Project:  To work towards growth and sustainability for the Harlem Wellness Center, a 
nonprofit that promotes preventative strategies for combating health disparities.  

Vivian Williams- Kurutz is the founder and Executive Director of the Harlem Wellness 
Center, where she focuses on educating those most vulnerable to adult onset diseases 
that can be managed or prevented through positive health choices. She is certified as a 
personal trainer, meditation teacher, yoga instructor and Thai massage practitioner. In 
addition, she holds a Bachelor’s degree in Liberal Arts and is a graduate of the 
American Musical and Dramatic Academy.  Ms. Williams-Kurutz is currently pursuing 
a Masters degree in mental health counseling. 



Community Scholars Program 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
Who may apply to this program? 
 

 You must be a Borough of Manhattan resident living north of 96th Street 
 You cannot have a current affiliation with Columbia University 
 You must have a High School Diploma, GED, or equivalent 

  

Will participation in the Columbia Community Scholars Program lead to degree 
program matriculation? 
 

The Columbia Community Scholars Program was developed to assist Scholars in their 
completion of an independent project or to help them attain skills in a specific area of 
interest.  Participation in the Columbia Community Scholars Program is not intended to 
enable a Scholar to enter into a degree program; no course credit, certificate or diploma 
will be awarded upon completion. 

 What is the cost, if any, for the Columbia Community Scholars Program? 

There are no costs associated with participation in the Columbia Community Scholars 
Program. However should a Scholar opt to audit courses, course fees, lab fees, or book 
costs may apply.   

Are “official” transcripts required or will “unofficial” transcripts suffice for the 
application? 
 
Unofficial transcripts can be submitted with the program application; however selected 
applicants will be required to submit official transcripts to participate in the program. 

 
I am a Columbia University alum; does that deem me ineligible to participate in the 
program? 
 

Only current affiliation with the University renders an applicant ineligible.  Columbia 
alumni who do not have a present affiliation with the University are able to apply. 



Is this a new program? 

The program was originated as part of Columbia University’s community benefits and 
services related to the Manhattanville Campus Expansion and resulted from discussions 
with the West Harlem community. The first cohort of five independent Scholars was 
selected from a competitive field of applicants during the spring of 2013. These Scholars 
began the program in the fall 2013. 

  

How many Scholars will be selected? 
 

Up to five new Scholars will be selected to begin the program in the fall of 2016.  

 
What is the deadline to apply to the program? 
 

April 29, 2016. 

  

When will I hear about the status of my application? 
 

Applicants will be contacted of program decisions in early-to-mid summer. 

  

When does the program start? 
 

New Scholars will begin the program at the start of the fall semester. 

  

What is the duration of the program? 
 

Columbia Community Scholars are enrolled for a period of up to three years. 

 

 



If I applied last year but was not selected, may I apply again? 

Yes! You may apply another time. You will need to submit a new application in order to 
be considered. 

  

Is there an age limit for applicants? 
 

No; adults meeting the program eligibility may apply to the program regardless of age. 

  

Do I need to be an American citizen in order to apply? 
 

No. As long as you are a legal resident of the United States, you may apply. 

  

What University resources are Scholars able to access? 
 

Individuals selected as Columbia Community Scholars: 

 Are issued a Columbia University ID 
 Will be given a Columbia University email account 
 Gain access to all The Columbia University Libraries (including on-line access) 
 Have course auditing privileges (in departments offering auditable courses).   
 Have opportunities for dialogue with faculty members in their field of study.  
 May participate in seminars and social events. 

 




