Statement to be Submitted on behalf of Deborah C. Wright
City Council Subcommittee Public Hearing

Columbia University “Manhattanville Expansion Project”
Wednesday, December 12, 2007; 10:00a.m.

Honorable Council Members:

I regret that I am unable to speak with you in person for this morning’s
important subcommittee hearing as I am in a series of board meetings over
the next two days. I ask that you accept my written testimony in support of
the Columbia University proposed expansion in the Manhattanville area of

West Harlem.

Many of you know me and know that I have worked tirelessly, in many
capacities, to create opportunities to help make life better for families living
and working in Harlem and other areas of New York City. As the President
and CEO of Carver Federal Saving Banks, the largest African-American
operated bank in the United States, I know what it means to support
struggling families in Brooklyn, Manhattan and Queens.

I served as the CEO of the Upper Manhattan Empowerment Zone when we
began that effort to bring new economic vitality to the Greater Harlem Area
-- a historic, but for too long under-served part of our City. I wasn’t working

alone. Many of you were working with the exact same purpose to meet the







